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Creemore Foodland
187 Mill Street 
705-466-3305 
Hillsburgh Foodland
102 Trafalgar Road North 
519-855-4512 

Markdale Foodland
217 Toronto Street South 
519-986-3683 

Owen Sound Foodland
915 Tenth Street West 
519-376-8871

Shelburne Foodland
226 First Avenue East 
519-925-6032

Southampton Foodland
41 Turner Street 
519-797-2552

Stayner Foodland
1057 County Road #42 
705-428-3449

Tobermory Foodland
9 Bay Street 
519-596-2380

Wasaga Beach  
Foodland
711 River Road West 
705-429-1360

Wiarton Foodland
370 William Street 
519-534-0760

Find these ingredients and  
more at any of these locations:

2
84

97

host a mexican fiesta
Turn up the heat on your next party with a little inspiration from south of the border. 
Try avocado on the grill for an outdoor twist on typical guacamole. Then layer in a little 
colour and spice and everything nice. Gather the crew, turn up the tunes, hang the
piñata and let the good times roll.

Grilled Guacamole
Prep Time: 10 min. Total Time: 15 min.
Makes approximately 1 3/4 cups (425 mL)

www.Foodland.ca

Ingredients
1/4 cup Red Onions, finely diced (60 mL)

1/4 tsp. Salt (1 mL)

2 tbsp. Lime Juice (30 mL)

1 tsp. Sensations by Compliments Roasted  
Garlic Seasoning Paste (5 mL)

2 Avocados, ripe but firm, peeled, pitted  
and quartered

1/3 cup Compliments SunSet Campari™ 
tomatoes, finely diced (75 mL)

2 tbsps. Compliments Cilantro, fresh, finely 
chopped (30 mL)

1/2 tsp. Hot Sauce (2 mL)

Directions
1.   Preheat barbecue to high. In a bowl, mix 

together onion, salt, lime juice and roasted 
garlic paste. Set aside.

2.   Grill avocado 1 – 2 minutes per side. 
Remove from barbecue, roughly chop  
and add to red onion mixture. Mix in 
tomatoes, cilantro and hot sauce. Serve 
with tortilla chips.
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You can be ready to retire or not. Ready is better.

Food & Farm 
Experience

The

COUNTRY HERITAGE PARK

Check our website for upcoming events.
www.countryheritagepark.com 

P r e s e n tP r e s e n tP r e s e n t
Past

Future

June 20 Fords in the Park 400/500 cars
 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

August 15-16 Heavy Horse and 
Olde Tyme Fair Show 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

July 17-19 All Colour Tractor Show

 P.O. Box 38, 8560 Tremaine Road
Milton, Ontario  L9T 2Y3
Tel:  905-878-8151   
Fax: 905-876-4530
Email: info@countryheritagepark.com
Website: www.countryheritagepark.com

An 80-acre site that is an unparalleled step 
back through 185 years of Canadiana food 

and farming experiences, but reveling in the 
entrepreneurial spirit of today 

and highlighting the innovation 
for our future.
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View From the Editor’s Desk n  

Constant Growth

T
hese words are 
swimming around 
in my mind: If you’re 
not moving forward, 

you’re actually falling behind.
I’m increasingly aware of 

the need to keep physically 
active, especially doing the 
things that are difficult and 
hurt a bit. I was once climbing 
a long, steep stairway up the 
Escarpment at Queenston 
Heights when my left knee 
suddenly “gave way.” It felt 
as if I had no knee when 
I put weight on it, and I 
fell to the ground. Other 
people helped me up, to my 
great embarrassment. Now 
I try to climb a hill on my 
daily walk, to get and keep 
my leg muscles strong.

Business strength can 
show forward movement or 
strength, in terms of growth, 
whether in revenue, customers, 
or service, which in our case 
includes editorial content. This 
issue’s content has grown in 
a few ways. We have a new 
department, a new column 
and in order to improve our 
service, our first reader survey.

New Content
There are so many unique and 
interesting retail shops along 
the Niagara Escarpment, with 
so much to offer, that we’ve 
started a new department 
called Purchasing Pleasure, 
to highlight some of the 
special products available.

I’ve also launched a 
new column to share my 
challenges with managing a 
parcel of rural land near the 
Escarpment. I hope you’ll find 
it interesting or amusing, and 
not the worst kind of vanity 
publishing. I would appreciate 
your advice for dealing with 
my various predicaments.

Reader Survey
Another new item this issue 
is our first Reader Survey. We 
think we have a good idea of 

the kind of people who enjoy 
Niagara Escarpment Views, 
from our travels, conversations 
with people, and your cards, 
notes and messages, but we 
want to get some statistical 
facts about all of you. This is 
also your opportunity to let us 
know what you like and what 
we could improve. We will 
even make it worth your while 
to complete the survey! We’ll 
mail a free copy of the next 
issue to a Canadian address, 
and if you’re a subscriber, we’ll 
extend your subscription by 
an issue. Or, you could give 
us the address of someone 
else in Canada you’d like to 
see get a free copy. Just give 
us the address and a copy 
will get in our next mailing.

This Issue
We have three large main 
feature articles this summer, 
touching on areas along 
the Niagara Escarpment 
in the north, centre and 
toward the south.

“Atop Spirit Rock” is Sandra 
J. Howe’s recommendation for 
exploring a beautiful part of 
the Bruce Peninsula that is also 
rich in history and mystery.

“Cataract’s Historical Falls” 
takes you to the gorgeous Forks 
of the Credit, where a ruin 
broods beside a little waterfall 
that once gave great power 
to the area. Writer Andrew 
Hind declares that it’s one of 
the Escarpment’s best secrets.

“Hamilton’s Balancing Act: 
Nature vs. Industry” recounts 
the history of an industrial 
heavyweight and its delicate 
balance at the edge of the 
Escarpment, what locals 
call “the Mountain.” Paul 
Weinberg has researched 
the city’s development and 
speculates on its future.

Ethics, Excellence, 
Engagement
Some other words that 
popped into my head 

recently are ethics, excellence 
and engagement. It’s been 
fashionable for a while for 
magazines and businesses 
to have three words that 
sum them up. After reading 
Mike’s column for this issue, 
these words came to me as 
defining what we’re about, or 
at least what we aspire to. 

It wouldn’t occur to us to 
be anything but completely 
ethical, and we’ve been 
amazed to learn of people 
who don’t pay their bills, take 
money without doing what 
they promised, or otherwise 
act in unscrupulous ways. It 
gives other magazines a bad 
name. Excellence in magazine 

journalism and customer 
service is what we strive for, 
and we believe we’re achieving. 
Doing this well is one of our 
competitive advantages. This 
leads to engagement, in which 
you, our readers, remain loyal, 
tell us what you think, and talk 
to others about the magazine. 
For more on these concepts, 
turn the page to Mike’s View. 

As always, let us 
know what you think.

	
Gloria Hildebrandt 
P.S. Wild animals 
need wild spaces.

PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS

Write us at editor@NEViews.ca 
or Niagara Escarpment Views, 
50 Ann St., Georgetown ON  L7G 2V2

More Online!

Niagara Escarpment Views is on Facebook as: 
www.facebook.com/N.E.Views

Our website contains unique content not seen in 
the magazine, and gives you the chance to leave 
comments in response. See www.NEViews.ca

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!
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By Mike Davis

I
’d like to share a little secret 
with you. We publish this 
magazine for a living! It 
is not a hobby, although 

we very much enjoy putting it 
together. Our business model 
primarily relies on advertising 
revenue, in addition to our 
often enthusiastic subscribers. 
We put a lot of effort into 
creating and distributing our 
publication. We maintain a 
high standard of journalism, 
which builds trust with 
our audience. We run our 
business ethically, but we 
get the impression from 
some advertisers that some 
magazines don’t or can’t follow 
through on their promises. 

We occasionally run into 
cynicism if they had a bad 
experience with others. We, 
however, do what we say we 
will do. We say we print and 
distribute 25,000 copies of each 
issue. We do. We say we give 
copies to all of our advertisers 
who wish to distribute. We 
do. We are true to our word. 

Although our advertisers 
pay us for space, in the end we 
are really funded by you, our 
audience. Our advertisers trust 
us to deliver their message 
to you, and to make sure 
our publication is something 
you, their market, want to 
experience. Our audience trusts 
us to continue publishing high-
quality, interesting magazine 
journalism. You enjoy what we 

do, some reading every word 
on every page, ads included. 
We see first hand, the glint in 
the eye of people picking up a 
copy of our magazine to read 
an interesting story. We call that 

“jumping down the rabbit hole,” 
as Alice in Wonderland did, 
and we see it all the time. You 
are the ones who pick up the 
magazine from our advertisers, 
some making special trips 
just to get a copy, and if you 
support our advertisers, they 
see that their ad is working. 

Small Entrepreneurs
I enjoy working with small 
independent entrepreneurs, 
like us, who comprise most of 
our advertisers. They see first 
hand what is going on. We 
find larger businesses seem 
to hire specialists to deal with 
marketing or get attracted to 
the latest trends. They seem to 
have computer models, counts 
per thousand and spreadsheets 
where they try to compare 
apples to oranges to get the 
best bang for the buck. It is 
prudent to be efficient, but how 
do you quantify quality? Can 
you quantify loyalty, where a 
reader phones the shop owner 
asking if the magazine has 
arrived? Yes, that happens with 
Niagara Escarpment Views!

We frequently get told that 
print editorial on a business 
or organization has a huge 
amount of value. They view 
an independent editorial 
piece about them as much 
more trusted by an audience, 
but at the same time seem to 
be much more reluctant to 
support the magazine through 
advertising. Yet print can’t 
survive without support. 

Making the final sale online 
seems to be more and more the 

way to do business, but getting 
to that point, promoting a 
business online can be more 
difficult and can be expensive 
to do. Building the trust of a 
product/service and getting 
customers to the point where 
they will buy can be achieved 
through many different 
marketing channels including 
magazines such as ours. Some 
of our potential advertisers 
are getting advice to stay away 
from print, but are they served 
by other marketing channels?

Invest in Quality
A high-quality magazine 
such as ours tends to be 
highly valued. It is kept and 
re-read, passed on to others. 
Many tell us it stays by the 
toilet, which we are very 
happy about! Our audience 
identifies that our advertisers 
are investing in quality when 
they support us, which implies 
that they, the advertisers, are 
interested in quality and are 
worth a visit by our audience.

You help the magazine 
thrive if you tell our advertisers 
that this magazine matters; 
hint: it is best to start at 
the top. Tell them their 
support of the magazine, 
by buying an ad, matters. 
Ideally spend some time to 
look over, with the intent 
to buy, the services/wares 
offered by our advertisers. 

Also, please complete and 
send in our survey, so we can 
qualify what we already think 
we know about our audience.

Mike Davis is co-publisher of, 
principal photographer and 
accounts manager for Niagara 
Escarpment Views. Contact 
him about advertising at ads@
NEViews.ca or 905.877.9665.

n mike’s view

The Value of our Readers, 
a Matter of Trust

◀ Some of the people spotted disappearing “down the rabbit hole” 
of Niagara Escarpment Views. PHOTOS BY MIKE DAVIS.
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VITAL STATISTICS:
11 Yonge St., Mindemoya, 
Manitoulin Island 
705.377.6200 (Foodland) 
705.377.5411 (Guardian)

Owners:
Mike Bondi, Steven Bondi, 
Michelle Hart

Store manager:
Carol Patterson

Opened: 1999

Good for: full-service grocery 
store. LCBO Agency Store 
located within the Foodland. 
Rexall Guardian drugstore. 
Large Garden Centre during the 
months of April to Sept. Locally 
grown or produced products 
throughout the year. Large 
fresh meat counter with custom 
cutting available. Store-made 
sausage, fresh fish and sea food 
are just a few of the specialty 
items in the meat counter.  

Philosophy: 
Fresh Food and Friendly 
Neighbours

The Extra Mile: 
One of a few large full-service 
grocery stores that is still family-
owned in northern Ontario. 
Business is conducted with 

“Family and Home Town” values, 
supporting the community of 
Mindemoya and Manitoulin 
Island. New to Island Foodland 
will be the “Air Miles” program 
with the big kick off on March 27, 
2015, so the more you shop the 
more you will save and the more 
Air Miles you will collect. 

Why It’s Worth the Visit: 
Service is “second to none” 
with a commitment to fresh at 
competitive prices. 

� The one-stop grocery, liquor store and drugstore. PHOTOS BY MIKE DAVIS.

� Local products available year round.

� Manitoulin Island products and souvenirs are displayed in a special section in the drugstore.

worth the visit  n

Island Foodland
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n readers & viewers

Gardens 
Special Issue!

• Touring Gorgeous Gardens
• English Country-Style

Bouldering

BOOM

PLUS:
John Muir, Early Environmentalist
Serving Up Syrup

PHOTOS BY
CONSERVATION HALTON AWARD WINNER

Mike Davis

www.NEViews.ca

spring 2015  (march, april, may)

PM 41592022

Autumn 2014  (September, October, November)

FEATURING THE WORK OF
Mike Davis

Conservation Halton Award Winner!

ANNUAL SPECIAL!
Artists Inspired 
by Nature:
Floyd Elzinga & others
Haunted Niagara-on-the-Lake

Owen Sound’s Salmon Eco-Tour

40th Festival at Ball’s Falls

www.NEViews.ca Publications Mail #41592022

I do so enjoy your magazine 
and would hate to miss an 
issue! Keep up the good 
work — it is truly a treasure.
Helen Buckton, Georgetown

Thanks for many years of 
wonderful articles and notices 
about our precious escarpment. 
I look forward to every issue 
& read it from cover to cover, 
then pass it on to my Whole 
Village community. Kudos 
to Mike for his exceptional 
photography as well. Here’s my 
subscription for 2 more years.

Brenda Dolling, Caledon

As you can see I copied rather 
than cut the page! We so 
enjoyed the Spring copy of 
Views that we have to ensure 
regular delivery. May we also 
have a copy of your 2008 
magazine? Payment pending. 
In my seventies I was privileged 
to hike The Bruce Trail twice. 
We took 9 & 18 months 
respectively, taking our time, 
staying overnight, and enjoying 
local functions when available. 
It was a most significant 
part of my whole life.

Beryl Jones, Oakville

RE: Summer 2014
I was wondering how I could get 
a copy of Summer 2014 edition 
of NEV. Great Magazine!!! 
Love your Magazine. I was 
given a copy at the  Friday, 
February 13, 2015 Heritage 
Day Workshop  in Guelph last 
week and really enjoyed it.

Gary Luck, Guelph

I usually pick up my copy of 
the current edition of NEV in a 
store. Since I enjoy it so much, 
because of the interesting 
contents and very attractive 
layouts, I keep saying I must 
subscribe to have it mailed 
direct but I haven’t up to now. 
I finally missed the fall edition. 
That was it. Although I was 
lucky to find the fall edition in 
a second location I might not 
be so lucky next time. I know 
the other two subscriptions will 
be enjoyed also. I do have one 
point to make. I, like another 
recent reader who turned up 
in your mailbox, would like 
to have each article printed in 
its entirety rather than having 
them continue later in the 
edition. Keep up the good 
work. You must be very proud 
of your product and its success.

Catherine Ward, 
Georgetown

Well we have just received our copy of the Spring magazine with 
our home featured. We are just thrilled with the article — gosh — it 
sounds like I know what I am doing!! Ha! You captured so much of 
our conversation — you are obviously a very good listener.  I really 
enjoyed that summer morning you and Mike came to visit — it is 
always so lovely to share the garden with fellow gardeners. Please 
thank Mike for us also — the photos he takes are amazing and I 
didn’t realize you would include interior shots but am so pleased 
you did and they are wonderful — thank you Mike!! We really 
enjoy your magazine — it is so beautifully illustrated with photos 
and content — congratulations to all involved! And many thanks 
again Gloria for wanting to include our home in your magazine!

Isabel and John Cruise, Limehouse

A few of us received copies of the bouldering publication and 
it looks great! Thank you so much for your hard work and for 
producing such a positive article. We think it’s a great example of 
parks and people working together and I really appreciated the 
multiple voices present in the article. We did notice an error for the 
Ontario Access Coalition contact information in the final section.
The website for the OAC is www.ontarioaccesscoalition.com.

Garrett Hutson, St. Catharines

House & Garden 
K I N T Y R E

The rear deck at Kintyre gives a full view of 
the garden that slopes down to the stream.

By Gloria Hildebrandt  ■  Photos by Mike Davis

K
intyre is the name that isabel and john Cruise gave to their Sixth Line property near 
Limehouse in Halton Hills. The English country-style garden at the front of the house can stop 
traffic with its lush, year-round beauty. Behind the house the plantings are less formal, wilder 
and suited to the stream which flows through the property on its way to Silver Creek. �
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By Chris Mills  ■  Photos by Dennis Barnes

T
he gang from the ontario rock climbing access coalition 
(oac) descends the steel staircase that clings to the wall of ancient 
Escarpment rock in Niagara Glen.

As boulderers, they don’t carry ropes, nor carabiners, nor 
hammers and studs to scar the rock walls or leave a trace of their passage.

Instead they carry climbing shoes with tough sticky rubber soles, 
climbing mats called crash pads to cushion a fall, a body trained by one of 
the many climbing gyms in Ontario, and a desire to test their mettle. �
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Aaron Brouwers climbs a boulder in the Niagara 
Glen as two spotters stand near crash pads on the 

ground to cushion any falls. The specific route he’s 
taking up the boulder is called Seppuku. It has a 

difficulty rating of V10 on a scale of from V0 to V16.

Bouldering Totally

ROCKS

We value 
your views!

Your notes, emails, calls & 

letters mean a great deal to us. 

We try to publish all of them, 

as we believe it’s important 

to show your involvement 

with what appears in this 

magazine. Keep them coming!

Write to: 

Niagara Escarpment Views

50 Ann St., 

Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

Email: editor@NEViews.ca

Comment through: 

www.NEViews.ca



n readers & viewers

▲ Steve and Diane Baksa, Oakville, with 
the magazine on vacation in Cuba.
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Re “Minimalist Contemporary in Jordon:” I was dismayed at the praise this house 
on ANSI land received. Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) are “areas 
of land  and water containing natural landscapes or features which the MNR has 
identified as having values important for natural heritage protection, scientific 
study, or  education.” It is contrary to the Provincal Policy Statement to build on 
them. The “Van Vliet minimalist house from the road” photo shows a large swath 
of mowed grass that would bear no resemblance to the original natural state. The 
house, with its 14 foot ceilings and large expanses of glass is an environmentally 
poor design that allows hot air to escape and cold air  to enter. The expanse of 
windows is a danger to flying birds. The house is not “planted in the landscape;” the 
ANSI land has been altered for ever to accommodate the egos of the architect and 
the owners. “Yet for Audrey it’s all about her wall of windows”. “We provided floor 
to ceiling windows that also wrap around the corners...”. If architects demonstrated 
more responsibility  to the environment there would be less need for “green energy.” 

S. MacMahon, Owen Sound

By Gloria Hildebrandt  ■  Photos by Mike Davis

16 Niagara Escarpment Views  •  w inte r 2014–15 w inte r 2014–15  •  Niagara Escarpment Views 17

In the Van Vliet house, the large, 
impressive painting is dwarfed by the 

beauty seen through the wall of windows.

MAXIMUM VIEWS
MINIMALIST DESIGN,

Eco AdvEnturEtOur 

Collingwood / Blue Mountains • (705)446-0256 ext.227

Your three-hour
guided tour includes
• Tree-top CanopyWalk 
• 1000 ft Escarpment Zip Line

Ride with 150 ft vertical drop
• 300 ft Forest Zip Line Ride 
• 420 ft Suspension Bridge
• Caves and Caverns to Explore
• Unique Flora and Fauna
• Natural / Native History Tour

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Add THUNDERBIRD1/2 mile
Twin-Zip Line Ride 

Eco AdvEnturEtOur ScenicCaves
www.sceniccaves.com
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n purchasing Pleasure

local & luscious

local products: Delicious local food 
products are easy to find in communities 
all along the Niagara Escarpment. This Isle 
Away honey is “from the fields and forests 
of Manitoulin Island.” Island Foodland, 
Mindemoya 705 377 6200 

culinary to go: Grand Oak Culinary Market in Vineland is stocked to the 
posts and beams with selected foods you won’t find in every grocery store, 
including local fruit, vegetables and products, plus creations and baking 
by Chef Jan. Of special note: a gluten-free department and large counter 
for international cheeses. Grand Oak Culinary Market, 4600 Vineland Ave., 
Vineland 289 567 0487 goculinary.ca

sweet indulgence: An impressive selection of handcrafted 
chocolates of the highest quality. No-sugar-added chocolates 
and Mayan Mole Rub are also available. 50 King St. W., Dundas  
289 238 8509  beanermunky.com

tantalizingly wrapped: a B.A.T. or bacon, avocado and 
tomato sandwich, with delicious local bread, toasted if you 
please. Just one of several daily sandwich and soup choices on 
the blackboard, to take out or eat in. Also available, fresh Ontario 
produce, frozen meals and made-from-scratch, in-store soups 
like borscht, plus Ontario sausage, local jams, pickles, canned 
fruit…and much more. The Market Shoppe, 7 Toronto St. South, 
Markdale  519 986 4144  themarketshoppe.com



� Trace fossil on loan from Royal Ontario Museum. PHOTO PROVIDED.

Telling the Story of the Niagara Escarpment 

O
nce upon a time there 
was a ridge of ancient 
stone that travelled 
through New York 

State and into Ontario from 
Niagara to Tobermory. Very 
sneakily it dove underwater 
only to reappear on Manitoulin 
Island. This wily Escarpment 
took another dip and came up 
again for air in Wisconsin.

In the days of early human 
settlement in the region, it was 
thought to be the petrified rib 
of a giant, so it was known as 

“The Giant’s Rib.” Over the years 
it has had many other names: 
the Rock, the Ledge, the Great 
Arc… but we know it today 
as the Niagara Escarpment. 

Today’s Escarpment is a 
magical place. Between the 
shale and sandstone at its 
base to the harder dolostone 
of its cap lies a magnificent 
fossil record of our planet’s 
earliest life, spanning roughly 
30 million years! Along its 
length you will find alvars, 
tufas, wetlands, caves, two 
distinct forest zones, waterfalls, 
ravines, and an amazing array 
of wildlife. There are orchids 
which grow nowhere else in the 
world. There are Eastern White 
Cedars more than 1300 years 
old: the oldest living creatures 
in Eastern North America! 

The cultural history of our 
province is also intrinsically 
entwined with this backbone 
of the land; its waterfalls 
having drawn the first settlers 
to build their mills and 
surrounding communities.

Real public awareness for 
protection of this natural gem 
began in earnest in the early 
1960s with the establishment of 
The Bruce Trail: Canada’s oldest 
and longest marked footpath. In 
1973, the Niagara Escarpment 
became partially protected by a 
provincial plan, and in 1990 the 
Niagara to Tobermory section 
was declared by UNESCO as a 
World Biosphere Reserve. This 
designation recognized the 
efforts which had been made 
to manage human activities 

along this natural wonder, as 
well as our efforts to protect it.

It was this “Biosphere” 
designation which inspired 
local communities to create 
an education/visitor centre 
as an “Urban Gateway to the 
Niagara Escarpment World 
Biosphere Reserve” known 
as The Giant’s Rib Discovery 
Centre. The project could not, 
however, overcome certain 
challenges, and was shelved. 
(That, my friends, is a whole 
other story. You can read that 
sad story on our website.)

The Phoenix
Yet, like the Phoenix, The 
Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre 
rose from the ashes thanks to a 
group of dedicated volunteers, 
educators and the Hamilton 
Conservation Authority. In 
2006, a small space was 
allocated in the Dundas 
Valley Conservation Area’s 
trail centre, and volunteers 
began creating displays to 

“tell the story of the Niagara 
Escarpment.” Over the next 
few years, public education 
programs were developed to 
help draw people to the Centre: 
monthly featured artist and 
lecture series, newsletter, and 
a guided hiking program. 

This is where the plotline 
takes a new twist! The 
organization looked at our 
mission of “Telling the Story” 
from a new perspective. 
Rather than putting all efforts 
into bringing people to one 
location to learn about the 
Escarpment, we thought we 
would take the story to them. 
What better way to teach 
people about the Escarpment 
than by telling that story 
while they are actually on it?

And to better connect 
the Escarpment to the name 

“Giant’s Rib” (folks thought 
we were a rib joint… fries 
with that?), we rebranded as 
the Giant’s Rib Escarpment 
Education Network (GREEN).

Today, we are proud to 
announce, in the Biosphere’s 
25th year, the grand re-
opening of the Discovery 
Centre in Dundas on 
Saturday June 6, 2015. 

Improvements include: 
A new website, all new 
interpretive panels will line the 
walls, new digital display screen, 
and new display cases will 
allow visitors to see our fossil 
collections seven days a week. 

Now visitors can take home 
a souvenir: Stoneware by 
Escarpment Pottery Studios in 
Acton is available. Fossil crafts 
for kids, waterfalls posters 
and a new line of GREEN 
clothing are also for sale.   

Also new will be visiting 
fossil exhibits from the 

Royal Ontario Museum! 
Working with the ROM, we 
are beginning to provide 
Ontario Grade 4 classrooms 
with fossil samples to 
accompany our Rocks and 
Minerals Teacher’s Unit!

Travelling Centre
In addition, we can also 
announce a new travelling 
display: a mini Discovery 
Centre meant to travel to 
different locations to reach 
even more people. We hope to 
establish more centres along 
the Rib, and we are beginning 
this year with improvements 
to Escarpment displays at the 
Cabot Head Lighthouse!

So, now, when it comes 
to story time, let us 
tell you the story of the 
Niagara Escarpment.

If you would like to support 
GREEN centres and programs, 
simply like us on Facebook, visit 
our website, sign up for our 
newsletter, or share our video. 
We gladly accept donations 
through Canada Helps links 
online, and we are always 
looking for volunteers. Better 
yet, come see us in person!

Chris Hamilton
President, GREEN
www.giantsrib.ca
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n Events Along the Rock
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

� At the Canadian International Autoshow in February, Rosemary and Rob McLeese, founder of 
Cobble Beach Concours d’Elegance at Kemble, stand near a sleek 1959 Cadillac Cyclone.

� At the Autoshow, Toyota displayed the i-Road concept car, an electric three-wheeler meant 
for urban driving. For more on the Autoshow, see www.NEViews.ca. 

� Actor Jonny Harris, who performs as Constable George Crabtree 
in Murdoch Mysteries, made an appearance at the Art and the 
Automobile exhibit at the Canadian Autoshow, near a pre-Model T 
1903 Ford that was used in the television series.

12  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  summer 2015  



Please see www.NEViews.ca 
for more photos & listings!

EVENTS ALONG THE ROCK n
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

� Brandon Randell, a chef at Epicurean Fine Dining in Niagara-on-the-Lake, competed as one 
of 10 semi-finalists at the S. Pellegrino Young Chef ’15 world competition on Feb. 9 in Toronto. 
His dish was called Rabbit in an Autumn Field. Photo provided.

� Spotted taking an early March break in Cuba from CTV’s The Social 
and Foodieandthebeast.org, were Jess Allen and Simon Gadke.
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n Events Along the Rock
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

� Concerned Residents Coalition drew 
a large crowd to a meeting on Feb. 
26 in Eden Mills. The group opposes 
the proposed Hidden Quarry near 
Rockwood. PHOTO PROVIDED.

▶ During March break at Crawford 
Lake Conservation Area in Milton, daily 

sweet water demonstrations showed 
the way native people boiled off water 

from maple sap to make syrup.

� On Feb. 21 Municipality 
of Grey Highlands received a 
Trillium grant for a new cultural 
cable channel. Presenting the 
cheque, far right, is MPP Bill 
Walker, to recipients from 
left, Colleen Boer, Jim Harrold, 
Wilda Allen and Kate Russell. 
PHOTO BY ERIC LUNDSTED.
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53 Corbiere Rd, M’chigeeng, Central Manitoulin Island, 705 377 6088

annbeam.com neonravenartgallery.com

Please see www.NEViews.ca 
for more photos & listings!

EVENTS ALONG THE ROCK n
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

� Niagara Escarpment Views was a sponsor of Canada Blooms in Toronto March 13 to 22, and presented 
the award for Most Imaginative Garden Design to Shawn Gallaugher for the Otium Outdoor Exercise Garden. 
People enjoyed playing basketball and exploring the exercise circuit through the garden.

summer 2015  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  15



16  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  summer 2015  

Morningstar Mill 
Has Friends

BY CARLA MACKIE  n  PHOTOS COURTESY OF CITY OF ST. CATHARINES

[Editor’s note] The Friends of Morningstar Mill at Decew Falls in St. Catharines are proud 

to share the story of their historical industrial site. It features a working grist mill built 

in 1872, a turbine shed, a sawmill, a blacksmith and carpentry shop and the home of 

the Morningstar family. The mill provides a glimpse back in time to when moving water 

was used to mechanically grind grain into flour. Today, the operation of the mill and 

the conservation of the buildings and property are thanks to the City of St. Catharines, 

the Friends and the community. On some days, you can visit the mill and see grain 

being milled. For information, call 905 688 6050. Here is some history of the mill site.
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◀ Morningstar Mill is 
open to the public.

◀ Farmers waiting 
for their apples to 
be pressed into 
cider, c. 1905.
PHOTO FROM LORNA 
ROBSON COLLECTION

▶ Emma and Wilson 
Morningstar with 

their daughters, Jessie 
and Nora, c. 1900.
PHOTO FROM LORNA 
ROBSON COLLECTION

D
ecew Falls is just as 
beautiful today as it 
was over 150 years ago. 
Mary Kelsey, visiting 

from Michigan on July 16, 1866, 
writes that Decew Falls was 

“one of the most splendid places” 
she had ever seen, and that the 
Falls “enraptured” her sight. 

Decew Falls is named 
after John DeCou, an early 
landowner who settled in 
the Townships of Thorold 
and Grantham in about 1788. 

During the War of 1812, he 
served as a lieutenant in 
the Second Regiment of the 
Lincoln Militia, and it was to 
his home that Laura Secord 
brought news of an impending 
American attack in June 1813. 

After the war, DeCou 
built a stone grist mill with 
an overshot waterwheel at 
Decew Falls. The mill and 
DeCou’s other businesses 
prospered and the area became 
known as Decew Town. The 

construction of the first 
Welland Canal, however, left 
the mill without an adequate 
water supply and this prompted 
DeCou to sell his home and 
property in 1834. Over the 
next 30 years, the mill slowly 
fell into a state of disrepair.

By 1872, Robert Chappell 
had built a new grist mill at 
Decew Falls called Mountain 
Mills, using some of the 
remaining stone walls of 
DeCou’s mill. Unlike DeCou’s 

mill which had been powered 
by a waterwheel, Chappell’s 
mill was powered by a turbine. 
The turbine is located at the 
bottom of a 40-foot pit which 
was blasted out of solid rock 
beside the falls. A stone dam 
constructed across Beaverdams 
Creek formed the mill pond, 
and an iron pipe directed 
water from the mill pond to 
the turbine. The spinning 
turbine sets the machinery 
inside the mill in motion.  
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▲ A pretty place for a summer picnic.

Robert Chappell’s mill 
was successful from the start; 
however, in 1875, the City of 
St. Catharines began work 
on their new waterworks 
and Beaverdams Creek was 
dammed just above Decew 
Falls. To prevent damage 
claims for loss of water supply, 
Mountain Mills was purchased 
by the St. Catharines 
Waterworks Commission. With 
the completion of the third 
Welland Canal, a consistent 
flow of water to the mill 
was restored, and Mountain 
Mills was sold to Wilson 
Morningstar, which accounts 
for the mill’s alternate name 
today, Morningstar Mill.

Wilson Morningstar 
operated Mountain Mills 
from 1883 to 1933. The grist 
and flour mill is constructed 

from locally quarried stone 
and features a gabled roof 
with wood shingles. Inside the 
mill, the wooden floors, beams, 
grain and flour elevators, and 
the roller milling equipment 
date from 1893. The mill 
features a two-break three-
reduction Greey Roller Mill 
system for making white 
flour, a grain cleaner, a corn 
cob sheller, an oat roller, an 
attrition mill for chopping 
grain for animal feed, and a 
traditional millstone which 
was installed around 1911. 

Morningstars’ Home
Decew Falls was also home 
to the Morningstar family. 
Wilson’s granddaughter, Lorna, 
recounts... “On the 3.6 acres of 
the property, there was more 
activity than just that at the 

saw mill and grist mill... across 
the stream where the saw mill 
stood was an orchard of apples, 
cherries, pears and peaches, 
and a large vegetable garden.” 

The Morningstars also had 
a carpentry shop, blacksmith 
shop and a “barn, where a team 
of horses, a cow, chickens and 
pigs were kept.” The simple 
late-Victorian era house, 
which features scalloped 
clapboard siding and ball 
and spindle gingerbread, 
was built about 1895. 

By 1930, Wilson had 
gradually shut down his flour 
milling business. After Wilson 
died in 1933, Wilson’s family 
continued to produce animal 
feed occasionally for local 
farmers until the turbine seized. 

Wilson Morningstar and 
his wife, Emma, occupied 

the house throughout their 
lifetimes. When Wilson 
died, Wilson’s oldest 
daughter and her family 
moved back into the house, 
and her children,Wilson’s 
grandchildren, lived in the 
house until 1991. Wilson’s 
granddaughter bequeathed 
the contents of the mill 
and house to the City of 
St. Catharines in 1994. 

The mill and house are open 
to the public by appointment 
or chance. For information on 
public demonstration milling 
days, watch the mill’s website, 
stcatharines.ca/morningstarmill 
or the Morningstar Mill 
Facebook page. NEV

Carla Mackie is the historical 
services co-ordinator for 
the City of St. Catharines.

The Morningstars also had a carpentry shop, blacksmith shop and 

a “barn, where a team of horses, a cow, chickens and pigs were kept.”
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▲ Interior of Morningstar Mill showing choppers and the 1911 millstone. On certain days, grain is milled into flour that is available for purchase.

▼ Interior of Mill showing roller milling equipment and grain elevators, part of the 1893 industrial process.
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Cataract’s 
Historical 
Falls
BY ANDREW HIND  n  PHOTOS BY MIKE DAVIS

O
ntario’s most dramatic waterfall is, quite obviously, 

located at Niagara. It’s a world wonder without equal in 

our province. Nevertheless, there are many less famed 

waterfalls throughout the Niagara Escarpment, each uniquely 

spectacular in its own way. Churches Falls or Cataract Falls, nestled 

within the folds of the Forks of the Credit Provincial Park below the 

hamlet of Cataract, is another scenic Escarpment location. It’s a 

destination well-deserving of a weekend day trip. ▶

Cataract Falls, once called Churches Falls, tumbles down Credit Valley south of Orangeville. 
The view from the house at the top, in the hamlet of Cataract, must be impressive.
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When first viewed by 
European settlers in the 
early 19th century, Churches 
Falls was looked upon with 
an eye towards profits as 
much as an appreciation for 
its natural beauty. In those 
days, salt was found in the 
ravine. This was an important 
find because it was an era 
when meat was preserved 
in salt, making it a valuable 
commodity. Extraction began 
in 1819 and the semblance 
of a village began to take 
shape. A sawmill was built at 
the lip of the falls, providing 
lumber to build cabins which 
housed workers, and farms 
took hold to supply the hamlet 
with food. After a few years, 
however, the salt was played 
out and as workers moved away 
the village was abandoned. 

It remained abandoned, 
the lots grown over and 
cabins sagging with age, until 
1858 when Richard Church 
purchased the entire site, 
including the falls, for the sum 
of $100. He intended to harness 
the power of the falls to run a 
grist mill and saw mill, and was 
so sure of the success of these 
businesses that he laid out lots 

for the town he was sure would 
develop in the shadows of his 
mills. Church named streets, 
which remain unchanged to 
this day, after his children. To 
his credit, Church was right. 
The mills proved profitable 
and more than a dozen 
families gravitated toward 
them, forming a community 
called Churches Falls.

The greatest boon to the 
village came in 1879 when the 
railway arrived and Churches 
Falls became an important 
railway junction town. 
Numerous changes followed. 
The railway brought jobs and 
prosperity. It was around this 
time that Churches Falls was 
renamed Cataract. Finally, and 
most important, the arrival of 
trains also meant that Cataract’s 
greatest resource, sandstone 
deposits said to be the finest 
anywhere in the Niagara 
Escarpment, could for the first 
time be quarried and used as 
a building material in Toronto. 
Much prized for its unique 
maroon coloration, locally 
quarried sandstone was used in 
the construction of a number of 
prominent Toronto structures, 
including the Provincial 

Parliament Buildings at Queen’s 
Park and Old City Hall.

Church’s mill burned in 
1881, and the aging industrialist 
elected not to rebuild. Instead, 
he sold the property and rights 
to the Wheeler Bros., who used 
stone quarried from the foot 
of the falls to reconstruct the 
mill, bigger and better than 
before. Though it has been 
modified and rebuilt many 
times, it is the shell of the 
Wheeler Bros. mill that visitors 
to Churches Falls see today. 

In 1885 a visionary inventor 
named John Deagle bought 
the mill and converted it into 
a hydroelectric generating 
plant, one of the earliest 
anywhere in Canada. By 1892 
the Cataract Electrical Co. Ltd. 
was in operation and quickly 
became the principal supplier 
of electricity for Caledon 
and Orangeville. This plant 
endured until 1953 when 
Ontario Hydro, which had 
purchased the operation six 
years earlier, decided to shut 
it down. Though in a ruinous 
state, the shell remains, sitting 
precariously on the side of the 
falls, peering over the edge 
like a great grey gargoyle.

◀ (Above) The graffiti-covered 
remains of the 1950s-era hydro 
plant, perched at the side of the 
falls, can best be seen from the 
Credit Valley Explorer train that 
gives leisurely sightseeing trips.

◀ (Below) A large concrete retaining 
wall above the natural falls, secures 
the valley edge for the railway that 
runs above. A corner of the ruined 
plant is visible among the trees.

▲ Girls enjoying a summer’s 
day, cross the bridge into the 
Forks of the Credit Provincial 

Park above Cataract Falls.
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Experience the Falls
This fascinating history is 
told through a dozen or so 
interpretive plaques spread 
around the location. Take 
the time to read them; your 
appreciation for the falls will 
only be enhanced. An almost 
eerie feeling comes over you 
upon learning that you’re 
actually walking over the 
foundations of cabins erected 
to house salt miners 200 
years ago. History suddenly 
feels real, almost tangible. 

Depending on your mood 
and how much walking you 
wish to undertake, you have 
a choice of ways to access the 
park and view Churches Falls. 
The easiest and most popular 
way is to park at the entrance 
to Forks of the Credit located 
in Cataract itself. It’s only a few 
minutes’ walk from there, but 
be mindful of the many No 
Parking signs dotting the village. 
Another option is to enter from 
the gate on McLaren Sideroad, 
south of Charleston Sideroad. 
From there, walking on an old 
rail line that has been made 
into the Elora-Cataract Trailway, 
it’s about a 15-minute walk. 
Finally, you can enter from the 

entrance to the Forks of the 
Credit Park off McLaren Road. 
From here it’s a 40-minute walk, 
though the varied terrain of 
gentle hills, open fields, mixed 
woods and tranquil ponds, 
make the effort worthwhile.

Regardless of the route, 
you’ll be charmed by the pretty 
falls. The only thing detracting 
from what is a photographer’s 
delight is a grim concrete 
retaining wall built along the 
bank of the river to protect the 
railway bed from falling into 
the ravine through erosion. 
Nevertheless, the power of the 
falls, the beauty of the ravine 
and the looming shape of the 
castle-like ruins make for an 
unforgettable view. You may be 
tempted to scramble down the 
ravine’s slopes in order to get 
closer to the falls and achieve 
a more dramatic shot. Don’t! 
People have died falling into 
the ravine trying to do just that.

Sightseeing Train 
There’s a fourth option for 
taking in the falls: from a 
seat aboard the Credit Valley 
Explorer sightseeing train.

◀ View from the train: the bridge crossing Credit Valley where the water 
overflows the dam, above the natural falls and the former hydro plant.

▼ The railway makes a pleasing curve close past the ruin and the falls.

Continued on page 34 �
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Atop Spirit Rock

T
he indian princess stood high on the cliff edge overlooking beautiful Colpoy’s 

Bay. Shunned by her own people for loving an enemy chief, she waited for nightfall and 

leapt to her death on the rocks far below. It is said that when the light is just right you 

see the profile of her face in the Escarpment edge. So goes the legend of Spirit Rock.

Spirit Rock Conservation Area is a fascinating 87-hectare property just north of Wiarton on 

the Bruce Peninsula. Noteworthy for its historic ruins, spectacular views, spiral staircase, and 

trail network, it is a wonderful place for people of all ages to explore. �

BY SANDRA J. HOWE

� (Above) Ruined remains of The Corran mansion of MP Alexander McNeill are open for imaginative exploration.
� (Left) The spiral staircase is an impressive structure that gives easy access to the shore and the top of Spirit Rock.
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If you are fit and game 
for a little hiking, here is an 
adventure for you. From Hwy 
6 heading north in Wiarton, 
turn right on William St. at 
the stoplight and immediately 
left onto Bayview St. Niagara 
Escarpment cliffs tower 
above you on the left and 
Colpoy’s Bay is close on your 
right. Watch for the white 
trail blazes. You are now 
driving on The Bruce Trail, 
Canada’s oldest and longest 
footpath. Park at the boat 
ramp and picnic area on the 
right just before Wiarton’s 
Water Filtration Plant.

Directly above you is Spirit 
Rock. The crystal clear waters 
of Colpoy’s Bay sparkle beside 
you. The water looks inviting 

for a swim but is chilly even 
in summer: more likely it 
will be a quick, refreshing 
dip. Common mergansers, a 
lovely diving duck, are often 
visible on the water here. It 
is also a popular fishing and 
boating spot. Signs at the 
cliff base tell the Spirit Rock 
legend in detail and explains 
Niagara Escarpment geology. 

This 6-km round-trip hike 
takes you along the rocky 
shoreline to the clifftops 
and ruins through several 
different ecosystems. Follow 
The Bruce Trail’s white blazes 
north along the shore.

A wide array of wildflowers 
grows along the road and 
shore. The white cedars along 
the cliff edge are among 

Canada’s oldest trees. Stunted 
by the harsh conditions, they 
grow slowly and were left 
unharvested by generations of 
loggers who cleared much of 
southern Canada’s wilderness. 

The trail is rugged with 
talus rock which has tumbled 
from the Escarpment face 
over the ages. Several massive 
boulders lying at the water’s 
edge provide great scrambling 
opportunities. Feel free to 
climb but be careful. The views 
of Colpoy’s Bay with cliffs 
rising on both sides are truly 
awesome. Enjoy the fresh air 
and the breeze that moves 
along the bay. Soon you will 
see the double white blaze 
indicating a left turn to the 
cliff base and climb to the top.

� Above the parking area on Bayview St., Spirit Rock rises above you. From here, an Indian princess is said to 
have jumped to her death. In the rocks of the Escarpment cliff, her profile is said to be sometimes seen.

A wide array of 

wildflowers grows 

along the road 

and shore. The 

white cedars along 

the cliff edge are 

among Canada’s 

oldest trees.
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Crystal clear waters of Colpoy’s Bay 
remain chilly even in summer.
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Spiral Staircase
The rocks approaching the 
spiral staircase are often 
slippery with moisture. An 
abundance of ferns and 
mosses covers this area. Herb 
Robert and wild columbine 
grow on the cliff face. Insects 
and even frogs partake of 
the water which seeps from 
among the rocks. Climb this 
historic stairway to enjoy 
beautiful vistas of the bay 
and shoreline far below. 

You have entered a new 
kind of forest: birch, maple, 
beech, and other hardwoods 
live atop the Escarpment. 
The forest is more open 
and drier. Follow the blue 
blazes straight away from 
the spiral staircase to reach 
The Corran ruins. The 
Bruce Trail turns right here 
continuing on to the village 
of Colpoy’s Bay and north 
to Tobermory; it is a long 
and spectacular walk! 

Poison ivy is common atop 
the Escarpment especially 
north from Wiarton. Closed 
shoes, long pants and 
walking in the centre of the 
trail all help protect you. 

The Corran
This approach to The Corran 
is especially lovely. As you 
step out of the forest into 
the meadow the ruins tower 
above you. The scent of roses 
is often strong in the air. 
This was the grand home of 
Alexander and Hester McNeill. 

Begun in 1881 the 17-room 
mansion was built of stone 
quarried on site. It featured 
a conservatory, luxurious 
furnishings, a magnificent 
spiral stairway, and the 
largest private library north 
of Toronto. The McNeills 
entertained lavishly with 
great garden parties.

� Huge boulders, long ago 
fallen from the Escarpment edge, 
provide challenging climbs.

� “Leaves of three, let them be,” is the saying to help avoid poison ivy, shown here.

Continued on page 38 �
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Niagara River flowing through 
the Escarpment along Niagara Glen, 

downstream from Niagara Falls.
PHOTOGRAPH BY CHRIS HAMILTON
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▲ From the McLaren Road entrance to the park, a trail passes picturesque hills, fields and ponds, leading to Cataract Falls.

▲ From the park end of the bridge; the hard-to-see dam causes a cascading overflow.

Cataract’s 
Historical 
Falls
� Continued from page 25



The Solution to All of Your Sales, 
Service or Rental Needs

Super Recycler 20381

Gas Trimmer FS 50 C-E

ADAMS EQUIPMENT Sales,
Service, Rent-All Inc.
334 Guelph St., Georgetown    ■   905 877-0157 
www.adamsequipment.ca

If you are planting trees on your property 
you may be eligible for funding assistance. 
Planting trees on your property helps  
fight climate change, increases wild life 
habitat and water conservation.

Trees Ontario is working with its tree 
planting partners across the province 
to deliver the Ontario government’s  
50 Million Tree Program.

If you have at least  
2.5 acres of productive 
land, you could qualify.

Call or visit us at:

Trees Ontario 
416.646.1193 
www.treesontario.ca/
programs/#50MILL

Paid for, in part, by the Government of Ontario

Tree PlanTing?  
FUNDING SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE
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▲ The steep stairs in the park offer a good view across the 
valley to some of the houses in the hamlet of Cataract.

▲ The hamlet called Forks of the Credit, a good distance 
downstream from the falls, gets its name from two streams, the 
actual forks, that join here to form the bigger Credit River.



89 Main Street South
Downtown Georgetown

905.877.6569

Foodstuffs.ca
Foodstuffs_Inc

Foodstuffs.Georgetown

89 Main Street South
Downtown Georgetown

905.877.6569

Foodstuffs.ca
Foodstuffs_Inc

Foodstuffs.Georgetown

10,000
Local, Ontario,
C a n a d i a n  a n d
international
FOODS & GIFTS

36  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  summer 2015  

You don’t get to see the tumbling falls 
up close, nor can you hear the water 
as it crashes onto the rocks below, but 
there’s no more comfortable way to see 
the majestic beauty of the Credit Valley. 

Departing from Orangeville, the train 
runs to Brampton, and then returns, which 
guarantees from each seat, a view of the 
waterfall and the haunting ruins. Each 
74-km, three-hour trip includes a meal.

Churches Falls is a marvel to behold. 
Shimmering waters crashing over a 
natural bowl next to the haunting shell 
of the former hydro plant, surrounded 
by soulful forests, it’s one of the Niagara 
Escarpment’s best-kept secrets. 

Andrew Hind is a freelance writer who, 
along with Maria Da Silva, has authored 
17 books, including Niagara: Daredevils, 
Danger and Extraordinary Stories and Ghosts 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake. His last article for 
Niagara Escarpment Views was “Ghosts 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake,” Autumn 2014.

▲ Sightseers at the end of the line in Orangeville. 
Credit Valley Conservation organized a 
Greenbelt update session at Caledon’s 
Whole Village in 2014, followed by a ride for 
participants on the Credit Valley Explorer. This 
trip was punctuated by a wedding party that 
was taking photographs on the tracks.

▲ Several informational plaques near the falls 
enrich the experience of exploring the site.



State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance 
Company.    ®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by Certas Home and Auto 
Insurance Company, and certain of its affiliates.1201621 CN.1

Protect your 
family.

Prepare for 
their future.

I can help with both.
Stop by for your free State Farm 
Insurance and Financial Review®. 
Get to a better State®. Get State 
Farm®.
CALL ME TODAY.

Lora Greene, Agent
211 Guelph Street

Georgetown, ON  L7G 5B5
Bus: 905-873-1615
lora@loragreene.ca

Dedicated to Serving Town & Country Properties

5 Minute
Call Back
Policy!

Your Realtor® for Life

®Trademark owned or controlled by The Canadian Real Estate Association. Used under license.

www.ddilbey.com • 416.919.9802 direct • 866.865.8262 • ddilbey@royallepage.ca 

HOME OF DISTINCTION ON 2 ACRES — ERIN The complete package — quality, lifestyle and
location. 4+1 bdrm, 4 bath, 4,800 sq. ft home nestled in the trees offers formal living rm w/
19' vaulted & cathedral ceilings, fireplace, distinctive great rm w/wet bar & fireplace,
stately dining rm w/hrdwd flrs & a elegant mstr suite w/walk-in closet & 5 pc ensuite.
An impressive granite counter kitchen & eat-in area opens to 1,600 sq. ft deck. Walk-out
bsmt w/sep. entry, 5th bdrm, 4 pc semi-ensuite & rough-in for wet bar/kitchen great for
in-laws. 3 car garage & geo-thermal heating & cooling round out the marvellous benefits of
this family home. Close to town, GO train & Highway 401. Paved road. MLS# $1,049,000

SPRAWLING BRICK BUNGALOW ON 1 ACRE — ERIN 4,200 sq. ft of living space gives you
room for the whole family. 2,100 sq. ft, 3 bdrm & 2 bath main flr offers a gourmet granite
counter kitchen equipped with walk-in pantry & walk-out. Formal living & family rooms
share a warming 2-sided fireplace. Relax in a master suite offering 2 walk-in closets,
luxurious ensuite & walk-out to deck & hot tub. Main floor hrdwd & ceramic flooring.
Laundry with access to 2 car garage. A finished basement provides an additional 2,100 sq.
ft with 2 bedrooms, wet bar & 3 pc bath. A great location, natural gas, A/C, Rogers cable
and an easy commute to the city. MLS# 2068247 $649,900

ROOM TO ROAM ON MULTI-USE FARM — ERIN There’s plenty of space to live and play on
the 57.84 acres surrounding this 5,000 sq. ft, 4+1 bedroom, 4 bath home. Great features
include spacious elegantly appointed formal living and dining rooms, hardwood and
travertine flooring, granite counter kitchen equipped with stainless steel gourmet appli-
ances, a fabulous master suite with a walk-out deck overlooking the property and
luxurious ensuite bath. A spa area is equipped with a games room, heated indoor pool
and 4 walk outs — will entertain you all year round. But if you need more — there’s
30 acre workable fields, 15 acres of forest, spring fed pond, heated castle tower with
360° views and a functional multi-use 112 foot x 36 foot barn. Easy access to commuter
routes and GO train. MLS# X2823001 $1,395,000

DREAMING OF ENCHANTING DELIGHTS
Surrounded by countryside, this 5 bdrm,
4 bath home will be your private 23 acre
retreat. Offers lots of current upgrades
just waiting for you & your family. Come
explore trails in your own forest equipped
with a cool bunkie or just hang out by the
in-ground pool and marvel at beautiful
landscaping. MLS# $689,900

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED BUILDING LOT
— ERIN Beauty might be in the eyes of the
beholder but it will be hard not to agree
w/the splendour of this just under 1 acre lot,
the ideal location of mixed forest & open
areas. Erin boasts having one of the lowest
development fees around. Close to Erin,
Acton, Georgetown, GO trains & trails.
Survey available. MLS# 2064550 $159,000

IMPRESSIVE CUSTOM BUILT NESTLED ON 30 ACRES — HALTON HILLS Updated beauty
offers 2,800 sq. ft with 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, designer granite kitchen, grand living areas,
17 ft ceilings, hardwood and porcelain flooring + 1,473 sq. ft finished walk-out base-
ment with exceptional quality finishes inside & out. The enchanting 30 acres provide
places to enjoy a lifestyle of rural tranquillity with wildlife that inhabits this managed
forest and multi-season adventure. Play all summer in the heated in-ground pool,
explore the many trails in your own forest or on the neighbouring Bruce Trail. Circular
drive, 2 car garage and paved road. High speed internet and cable. North of Milton.
MLS# 2069460 $970,000

SPACE AND SCENIC VIEWS 1 ACRE OASIS
—ERIN This 2,100 sq. ft, 3 bedroom, 3 bath
bungalow is accented w/vaulted ceilings,
oversized windows & amazing country
views. Master walk-in closet and relaxing
5 pc ensuite. Walk-outs to large deck &
hot tub. A long driveway leads to a 2 car
garage. Just between Acton and Rockwood
close to GO station and major commuter
routes. MLS# X2918332 $689,000

BUNGALOW & REGISTERED DOG KENNEL
ON 6.8 ACRES — ERIN A private path leads
way to fulfilling your dreams of owning a
hobby farm or putting your love of animals to
work for you. Equipped w/a modest home &
heated dog kennel operation on 6.8 acres.
Cathedral ceilings & durable flooring provide
a backdrop to wonderful forest views. Close
to schools, shops, major commuter routes
and GO station. MLS# X2915352 $599,000
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The beautiful, 

turquoise waters are 

clear below you.

Turkey vultures soar 

at eye level from this 

high vantage point.
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Apples are our business, baking is our passion
Locally grown, produced, baked or crafted!

Fresh fruit, vegetables, home baking
Come & visit us for all your baking & gift baskets.

Gluten Free, & Diabetic Baking.
Hwy 26 East of Meaford  Open all year 8am to 6pm  519.538.2757

Hwy 6&10 North of Chatsworth open May to November
www.meaford.com

Inglis Falls
Conservation Area
 your four seasons destination!

An 18 metre waterfall, located just south of Owen Sound. 
Explore our many waterfalls at  

www.greysauble.on.ca
519 376-3076

Wiarton, Ontario
Accomodations

Recreational Rentals
Bruce Trail Access

519.534.5168
www.thespiritrock.com

The Spirit Rock
O U T P O S T  &  L O D G E

Visit us online: 
www.NEViews.ca� From Spirit Rock Lookout, the clear, beautiful water of 

Colpoy’s Bay looking across to the village of Oxenden.

� The Corran mansion in well-maintained times.

� These remains show where The Corran stables once stood.

� Continued from page 31 

Atop Spirit Rock
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Alexander was an avid 
gardener and grew 500 species 
of roses including a black 
rose. It was the tradition to 
give each party guest a cut 
rose as they departed. Roses 
still bloom around the ruins.

In 1906 Hester died young 
before the mansion was fully 
completed. Alexander lived 
on to age 90. He served as 
federal Member of Parliament 
for North Bruce from 1881 to 
1901. He was loyal to Great 
Britain and opposed Sir John A. 
MacDonald on several issues. 

When Alexander died in 
1932, The Corran passed to son 
Malcolm. Under Malcolm, the 
property and family fortune 
deteriorated. The housekeeper 
was willed the estate after 
Malcolm’s death, and in 
1960 she sold it to a Toronto 
resident. Without a full-time 
occupant, the mansion fell 

prey to vandals. In 1976, Grey 
Sauble Conservation Authority 
acquired the property. A fire 
claimed the mansion soon 
after, and now only the ruins 
and the stories remain.

The Corran retains a 
feeling of its former grandeur. 
Remnants of the roses, gardens, 
orchards and stables stand as 
reminders of this significant 
bit of Canadian history. It is 
easy to imagine yourself as 
a guest at a luscious garden 
feast in this tranquil setting. 
Today it makes a wonderful 
stroll or picnic site. There are 
parking, picnic tables and 
toilets available, as well as an 
abundance of wild raspberries 
and currants for nibbling.

Lookout 
To continue your hike to Spirit 
Rock Lookout, follow the blue 
blazes across the parking area 

into the fern-strewn forest. 
The trail meanders among the 
trees, rocks and crevices to the 
Escarpment edge above your 
original car park. The beautiful, 
turquoise waters are clear 
below you. Turkey vultures 
soar at eye level from this high 
vantage point. Across Colpoy’s 
Bay is the village of Oxenden, 
and Caframo’s towers. 

At the lookout, the Wiarton 
Sidetrail branches to the right 
and leads you out to Hwy 6, 
downhill into Wiarton and 
back along Bayview St. to your 
car. Better is the Spirit Rock 
Sidetrail to the left following 
the Escarpment edge back 
to the spiral staircase and 
along the shore once more. 

Wildflowers and birdlife are 
plentiful in this section. There 
is also a prominent glacial 
pothole beside the trail. Again, 
be careful of the poison ivy. 

� The noteworthy glacial pothole 
along Spirit Rock Sidetrail.
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Escarpment 
  Biosphere 
    Conservancy

Helping families 

   protect their own land 

      from future development
Bob Barnett
888.815.9575
416 960 8121
rbarnett@escarpment.ca www.escarpment.ca

“Fresh Food – Friendly Neighbours”
Manitoulin Island’s Finest Full-Service Supermarket

Fresh meats, full deli & bakery, great produce, plus LCBO!
One-stop shopping for all food & entertaining needs in one

convenient location. No need to go any further. Open 7 days a week.

Mindemoya 705 377 6200

When on Manitoulin be sure to shop at any of your family of
Pharmacies in Little Current, Mindemoya & Manitowaning.

Our Pharmacists are on duty 7 days a week for all your prescription needs.
Also: huge array of gifts, souvenirs, beach wear & much more!

After a good walk, Wiarton 
has lots of great treats to revive 
you, at many fine eateries. 

For a less rigourous 
exploration of The Corran, 
drive north of Wiarton 
on Hwy 6 to Spirit Rock 
Conservation Area. You 
can park within sight of 
the ruins and walk the 

grounds. Access to the spiral 
staircase descending the 
Escarpment is to the right 
of the ruins. Spend minutes 
or hours as you wish. NEV 

Sandra J. Howe’s last feature for 
Niagara Escarpment Views was 

“Skiing the Kolapore Wilderness 
Trails,” Winter 2014–15.

Wildflowers and birdlife 

are plentiful in this 

section. There is also 

a prominent glacial 

pothole beside the trail. 
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HAMILTON’S BALANCING ACT:

H
amilton sometimes gets a bad rap for being smelly and industrial although 

that description has not properly fitted this place for some years. What gets 

missed is the natural beauty surrounding and splitting the largest urban centre 

on the Niagara Escarpment, including the sublime Cootes Paradise marshland, 

which greets drivers on Hwy 403 coming to the west of the city. ▶

BY PAUL WEINBERG  n  PHOTOS BY MIKE DAVIS

There has always been tension between human activity and nature 
in Hamilton. Seagulls and two Black-Crowned Night Herons perch at 
the north shore of Hamilton harbour, across from steel plants.  

NATURE VS INDUSTRY
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� The Niagara Escarpment curves south around Hamilton into Niagara Region. Lake Ontario parks and walkways are popular leisure destinations.
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� Heavy industry at Hamilton Harbour. The QEW separates the city from Lake Ontario beaches and parks. The Niagara Escarpment is visible on the horizon.



� The Niagara Escarpment looms magnificently over Hamilton’s Locke 
Street, whose annual festival in September is tremendously popular.
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The Escarpment itself 
was never seriously affected 
by polluting heavy steel 
industries that once dominated 
Hamilton’s economy, because 
they were located further 
north near the harbour. 
It, however, still remains 
seriously contaminated. 

Tension exists between 
human activity and nature 
in Hamilton, says Lynda 
Lukasik, the executive director 
of Environment Hamilton. 
Sometimes there’s a clash in 
planning between the city 
and the Niagara Escarpment 
Commission (NEC) , both 
of which are responsible for 
respecting the provincial rules 
governing the Escarpment area.

Residents of the Stinson 
neighbourhood in the lower 
old part of the city just below 
the Escarpment are, for 
instance, challenging the city 
at the Ontario Municipal 
Board, for its approval for three 
multi-storey condominiums 
on Charlton St. E. on former 
industrial lands. The NEC is 
also opposed to the project.

“Visually, this is just a 
wonderful swath of green. 
And you then have this 
building rising up. So a lot 
of concerns were raised 
around the Escarpment 
viewscape,” says Lukasik.

Environmental preservation 
is not new to Hamilton. People 
who hike and cycle the city’s 
trails, including the old rail 
trail that snakes under the tree 
canopy along the Escarpment, 
may not be aware that all 
of this greenery including 
sensitive ecological lands 
like Cootes Paradise, under 
the stewardship of Royal 
Botanical Gardens (RBG), 
might not have happened, if 
not for Thomas McQuesten.

Champion of Green Space
McQuesten was elected to 
Hamilton city council in 1913, 
and was a master builder of 
green space, playgrounds, 
bridges, highways and restored 
1812 forts in the Hamilton 

and Niagara areas. Relying 
on landscape designers and 
architects, he was part of the 
civic beautification movement 
at that time, says Dr. Mary 
Anderson, a McMaster 
University historian and 
author of Tragedy & Triumph, 
Ruby & Thomas B. Questen.

“His whole idea was that 
morality of the people would 
improve by their relationship 
with beauty,” she says.

McQuesten had a legacy 
to repair. What had once 
been a pristine wilderness 
at the end of Lake Ontario 
and other parts of Upper 
Canada was ravaged by 
European settlers. They arrived 
in the early 19th century 
and chopped down trees 
indiscriminately for firewood. 

There were also small 
quarries on the Escarpment 
where local dolomite 
limestone was mined for use 
in constructing Hamilton’s 
earliest buildings. Fortunately, 
the impact on the Escarpment 
geology was minimal, 
says St. Catharines-based 
historian John Bacher. 

More serious were the lime 
kilns that “chewed up a lot of 
wood” in the heating process 
to turn limestone into mortar 
for brick buildings, he notes. 
By 1880, the Escarpment in 
Hamilton was denuded of trees. 

Reverend R. Burnet, as head 
of an Ontario fruit farmers 
group, expressed his alarm 
around that time: “Hamilton, 
which might have enjoyed a 
scene of beauty for generations 
yet to come, has allowed the 
face of her fair mountain 
to be barbarously shorn of 
the leafy covering, to the 
great detriment of the city.”

It was not until the 1920s 
that serious reforestation 
began in the Hamilton 
Escarpment under Thomas 
McQuesten, who by 1922 had 
joined the city parks’ board. 

“The Escarpment was 
reforested gradually and 
brought back to life between 
1920 and 1980,” says Bacher, 

� The Hamilton portion of the Escarpment was still denuded of trees as late as the 
early 1930s. This clipping, with “reforestation” misspelled, is from Hamilton Free Press, 
Feb. 6, 1930. The newspaper no longer exists. Courtesy of The Hamilton Public Library.



▶ In winter, Hamilton 
Harbour sometimes 

freezes sufficiently 
for skating. Here 

at Cootes Paradise 
Sanctuary, Nick and 

Alex practise shooting 
goals with their 

father Dorian Lemak.

▶ Hamilton at 
night from on top 

of the Mountain.
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� The Niagara Escarpment cradles the City of Hamilton, 
its largest urban centre. View from above Dundas.

Davey Tree Expert Co. of Canada, Limited

Quality Tree Pruning & Removals · Planting 
Tree & Shrub Fertilization · Insect & Disease Management 

Certified Arborists · Free Estimates · Employee Owned

Protecting Neighborhood Trees Since 1880.

www.daveytree.ca · (866) 303-8161

▼ Black cormorants and herring gulls manage to thrive on a strip 
of land between the QEW and Hamilton’s industrial harbour.

Ben Berg Farm & Industrial Equipment
42134 Hwy #3, Wainfleet L0S 1V0
Hours: Mon to Fri 8 – 5:30, Sat 8 – 5
905 899 3405  •  www.benberg.com

Kubota Gas 
Zero-Turn 

Mowers

Save time and effort with a Kubota Gas Zero-Turn Mower

Great Day  Trip! 

 Lunch Cruises with entertainment 

 Sunset Dinner Cruises  

 Sunday Brunch  

 Nature Cruise 

 Reservations required 

           
Located between Caledonia and Brantford, Ontario                 

Call for your free brochure!  905-765-4107 or  800-847-3321      

grandrivercruises.cagrandrivercruises.cagrandrivercruises.ca   
 

Cruise a Canadian Cruise a Canadian Cruise a Canadian 
Heritage River!Heritage River!Heritage River!   
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author of Two Billion Trees 
and Counting — the Legacy 
of Edmund Zavitz.

McQuesten acted in concert 
with an Ontario-wide program 
of reforestation under the 
auspices of visionary forester 
Edmund Zavitz. What also 
impresses Bacher is that 
McQuesten ensured that 
trees originally native to the 
Escarpment in the Hamilton 

area were replanted, including 
black walnut, white pine, red 
cedar, white oak and red oak.

21st Century
McQuesten might have 
had reservations about the 
controversial Red Hill Valley 
Parkway which opened in 
2007 to allow traffic through 
what was a sensitive wildlife 
corridor in east Hamilton. 

Subscribe!
Published four times a year. 

In Canada: q Annual: $22 
 q Two years: $39.50 
  (HST included. # 80712 0464 RT0001) 

To the U.S.: q Annual: $35 (cdn. funds)
 q Two years: $65 (cdn. funds)
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Street Address ________________________________________________
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Postal Code __________________________________________________
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Mail cheques payable to Niagara Escarpment Views: 

50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

“I loved your magazine…but was 
unable to buy a copy anywhere.”

“…writing flows beautifully, with 
creativity and flair all the while 

delivering a most important message.”

“I don’t want to miss an issue.”

“Where can I get a copy?”
“I look forward to every issue I receive…”

“…we love your magazine so 
much that we wish to renew and 

also give…a subscription…”
“The content is fascinating as always and the visuals 

are terrific, especially the centre spread.”

…great content and gorgeous photos…”

“Enjoy the magazine very much…”

“…a great read with articles of 
interest stretching from one end of the 

beautiful Escarpment to the other.”
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The road connects the Queen 
Elizabeth Way (QEW) along 
Lake Ontario to the Lincoln 
Alexander Parkway on the 
other side of the Escarpment.

Would this keen forester 
have supported Hamilton’s 
cull of thousands of trees 
for the project? 

 “He would have pushed 
[the Red Hill Parkway] further 
east,” suggests Anderson.

Yet McQuesten, as Ontario’s 
minister of highways, was 
also responsible for the QEW, 
Canada’s first superhighway, 
which was built in the 1930s 
between Toronto and Fort 
Erie. Anderson argues 
that McQuesten had the 
thoroughfare designed 
so that drivers could zip 
past parks, trees and farms 
to their destinations.

As a man of his time, he 
might not have understood 
the argument made by 
biologists today, that roads 
disrupt the migration of birds 
and animals like coyotes, 
squirrels and reptiles.

David Galbraith, head of 
science at RBG, says that 
the fragmentation of habitat 
for wildlife and indigenous 
plants remains an ongoing 
concern. His organization is 
working with private property 
owners and nine different 
agencies to better connect the 
sensitive bio-diverse lands in 
the Hamilton and Burlington 
areas, through the Cootes–to-
Escarpment EcoPark System. 

“We have a pattern of 
development in southern 
Ontario that slices up the 
landscape into smaller and 
smaller pieces. And when 
that happens, the chances of 
any species surviving over the 
long term are diminished,” 
he explains. A wildlife 
crossing over Hwy 6 has been 
discussed but it is at a very 
early stage, Galbraith says.  

Tension remains between 
humans and nature. 

“A main goal of the Cootes-
to-Escarpment EcoPark System 
is to facilitate the movement 
of animals and plants among 
isolated patches of remaining 
natural habitat through 
protection and stewardship 
of corridor areas,” explains 
Galbraith. “However, this must 
be taken in context and with 
the realities of the actual land 

use and planning situation for 
the landscape as it is today.”

One positive sign might 
be that part of King Road 
in Burlington is temporarily 
closed every spring to allow for 

the movement of endangered 
Jefferon salamaders. NEV

Paul Weinberg is a 
freelance writer in Hamilton 
and can be reached at 
paulweinberg@bell.net.

� Although not an endangered Jefferson salamander, this yellow spotted is in the 
family of creatures that is the reason a road in Burlington closes briefly each spring.

Crawford Lake, Rattlesnake Point, 
Hilton Falls, Kelso, Mountsberg,
Mount Nemo and Robert Edmondson

Experience beautiful spaces, outdoor 
recreation & events year-round

haltonparks.ca

Visit us today!

� Hamilton in summer, seen 
from Ridge Road, the Escarpment 
in the distance.
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n View of Sustainability

Forbidden Fruit
Written & photographed  
by Sean James

R
emember those 
ladybugs that bite 
and cluster inside 
every autumn? 

They’re called Asian Variable 
Coloured Ladybird Beetles. 
Entomologists said they didn’t 
bite…then they got bitten! 
Those pests were brought in 
to battle Soy Aphids, another 
alien invader. The folks 
responsible obviously never 
heard the song “I know an old 
lady who swallowed a fly…”

Eco-issues are top of mind 
right now and it’s incredible 
how quickly awareness of 
the environment and our 
effect on it is growing. It 
might be because some of 
the less-ornamental invaders 
including Common Reed (that 
pampas grass-like plant in 
our wetlands), Buckthorn 
and Dog-strangling Vine 
are becoming so obvious 
they just can’t be ignored and 
are even making the news. 

The issue of pollinator 
collapse is also front and centre, 
even making CNN prime 
time recently. Invasive plants 
deprive bees and other insects 
of food, making the problem 
even worse. Monarchs lay 
eggs on Dog-strangling Vine 
(closely related to milkweed) 
but it’s toxic to them so the 
larvae die. Incidentally, to 
tie the invasive insect and 
invasive plant issue together, 
we’ve recently found out that 
Soy Aphid MUST overwinter 
on Buckthorn. All we needed 
to do was remove the non-
native invasive Buckthorn in 
the first place to control the 
Soy Aphid, instead of releasing 
the invasive ladybug. (Oh 
what a tangled web…)

Choose Alternatives
Organizations such as the 
Ontario Invasive Plant Council 
work to educate us about better 

alternatives to harmful alien 
plants. “Forbidden Fruit” is 
a concept that some of us are 
trying to avoid when it comes 
to invasive species. No one 
wants to be told what to plant 
and what not to plant. That 
doesn’t mean we’re not trying to 
guide people away from plants 
like Ornamental Pear and 

Periwinkle and towards plants 
such as Pagoda Dogwood 
and Canada Wild Ginger.

Granted, there are 
native plants which try and 
take over such as Canada 
Anemone. For the purposes 
of clear definitions, we 
refer to those plants native 
plants as “aggressive.” Plants 
not originally from here 
that take over, we refer to 
as “invasive.” These invasive 
plants can spread like mad 
at the expense of our native 
species and reduce the food 
that our birds and butterflies 
need to survive. Some, such as 
Norway Maple, can completely 
take over our natural areas. 
Many invasives got here 
by accident but many were 
brought in as ornamentals.

Learning about alternatives 
to invasive plants is easy! Just 
Google “Grow Me Instead 
Ontario” to find out about 
plants to avoid, such as English 
Ivy and shrub honeysuckles 
and some of the great plants 

to use instead. A great 
example would be replacing 
Crimson King Maple in 
designs with the fabulous 
Ruby Lace Honey Locust.

There are many invasive 
problems including insects 
such as Emerald Ash Borer 
and Brown Marmorated Stink 
Bug (definitely a mouthful!). 
Fish like Asian Carp are 
making inroads. Scientists are 
working on biocontrols and 
other non-chemical solutions. 
At least we can do our best 
not to use invasive plants and 
there are so many great natives 
to choose from. Don’t stress 
about it. Gardening should still 
be fun. Just learn a bit every 
day and move forward. NEV  

Sean James is the owner 
of Fern Ridge Landscaping 
and Eco-consulting and the 
Chair of Landscape Ontario’s 
Environmental Stewardship 
Committee. Follow his 
eco-gardening tweets 
through @seanfernridge. 

▲ The amazing nativar Ruby Lace Honey Locust is an excellent 
alternative to Crimson King Maple.

▲ With beautiful natives such as 
Potentilla and Liatris (Gayfeather) that 
are perfect for clay soils, there’s no 
need to plant invasive species.

▲ ‘Grow Me Instead Ontario’ is 
a useful resource for choosing 
great plants to grow instead 
of invasives. There is a version 
available online through 
ontarioinvasiveplants.ca.
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QUIET FAMILY CAMPGROUND 
LARGE WOODED SITES for TENTS & RVs 

PREMIUM SERVICED SITES 
CAMPING CABINS 

PRIVATE SAND BEACH/ PLAYGROUND 
IMMACULATE FACILITIES 

HAY BAY ROAD 
TOBERMORY, ON  N0H 2R0 

GPS CO-ORDINATES : N45.23967 / W81.68295 
PHONE: 519.596.2523 

EMAIL: mail@landsendpark.com / WEB: http://www.landsendpark.com 

Grandview Motel & Dining Room
The name says it all! A gorgeous view of Georgian Bay offers beautiful sunsets 
and the comings and goings of ships at Little Tub Harbour, including the 
mighty Chi-Cheemaun. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS

room with a view

Eating & 
Staying 
Directory
For most of us, summer means 
vacation time! Here are suggestions 
for places to stay on this summer or 
fall’s time off, or even for next year if 
these places are full or you plan far 
ahead. The restaurants and cafés are 
ready to serve you, whether you’re just 
passing through or celebrating a special 
occasion. To be safe, always call first.

We welcome your mini reviews, so 
share your favourite places, either 
anonymously or with your name. 
Please email editor@NEViews.ca.

ACTON & GEORGETOWN
McDonald’s
The tried-and-true, dependable kids’ 
favourite. Drive-through, eat-in. 
374 Queen St. E., Acton, 
Open at 5 a.m.;
185 Guelph St., Georgetown, 
Open 24 hours.

BALLINAFAD
The Hub
Ice cream, organic coffee, light 
meals, casual country atmosphere.
4901 Trafalgar Rd. N., Ballinafad, 
905 877 6639

BLUE MOUNTAINS
The Lodge at Mountain Spring Resort
All dishes made in-house from 
locally-sourced products if possible. 
New York sirloin, apple chutney 
pork chop, build-your-own pizza are 
just some of the menu choices.
796468 Grey Rd. 19, Blue Mountains, 
877.368.2583, thelodgeatblue.com
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w w w . r e n t c o t t a g e . c o m

Over 375 privately owned
waterfront cottages

New Cottage Owners Welcome

Online Rental Catalogue  1-888-447-9590

Rentcottage.com

Q
ua

lit
y 

Ontario           Cottage R
entals

185 Guelph S. 
Georgetown
OPEN 24 HOURS

374 Queen St. E. 
Acton

OPEN AT 5 A.M.

Blue Mountains, Collingwood
705.445.7598

www.prettyriverinn.com
inn@prettyriver.infosathse.com

On the Beach Overlooking �e Harbour
EASY ACCESS TO HIKING, BIKING

& WINTER SPORTS TRAILS
Extra Large Units with Kitchens

OPEN ALL YEAR
 info@lionsheadbeachmotel.com
www.lionsheadbeachmotel.com
1 McNeil Street, Box 328, Lion’s Head

Ph: 519-793-3155 x 133
Reservations Recommended

LION’S HEAD BEACH MOTEL
AND COTTAGES 

Motel & Dining Room

The only thing we overlook is Georgian Bay.
King, Queen Rooms, Suites    

View from Dining Room is legendary

www.grandview-tobermory.com

519 596 2220

SINGHAMPTON
Open daily at 10:00 AM • Private Rooms Available

“Celebrating 30 years in business!”
Prime Rib Every Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday

705-445-1247 mylarandloretas.ca

Organic coffee, light meals
Open at 6:00 a.m.

We welcome bikers & cyclists.
4901 Trafalgar Rd N, Ballinafad

905.877.6639

Ballinafad Hub

  
  
   

 V
OTED BEST

     14 YEARS IN A ROW

GOLDEN
Fish

&Chips

32 Main St. S.
Georgetown

Dine In
Take Out

905-877-5700

Eating & 
Staying 
Directory
CALEDONIA
Grand River Dinner Cruises
Brunch, lunch, dinner & 
sunset dinner cruises.
36 Brant County Rd. 22, Caledonia, 
800.847.3321, grandrivercruises.ca

COLLINGWOOD
Pretty River Valley Country Inn
One of Ontario’s Finest Inns. Upscale 
agro-tourism inn nestled in 125 acres 
of Niagara Escarpment wooded hills.
529742 Osprey-The Blue Mountains 
Tline, Nottawa, 705.445.7598, 
prettyriverinn.com

CREEMORE
Clearview Station Bed & Breakfast
B&B accommodation in an authentic,  
refurbished Ontario Northland 
Caboose overlooking the Niagara 
Escarpment near Creemore.
7262 12/13 Sideroad RR2 Clearview 
Township Creemore, 1.855.522.6673 
creemorecaboose.ca

GEORGETOWN
Golden Fish & Chips
Traditional food, done 
right. Dine in, take out.
32 Main St. S., Georgetown, 
905.877.5700 

The McGibbon Hotel
Pub grub, best wings in town, 
Thurs. & Fri. lunch buffet.
79 Main St. S, Georgetown, 
905.877.3388

Stone Edge Estate
Luxurious B&B in a manor house 
on the Niagara Escarpment. Indoor 
pool, Jacuzzi spas, elevator.
13951 Ninth Line, Georgetown, 
905.702.8418 StoneEdgeEstate.ca

LION’S HEAD
Lion’s Head Beach Motel 
and Cottages
Right on the beach, overlooking the 
harbour. Open year-round, close to 
Bruce Trail, biking & winter sports trails.
1 McNeil St., Lion’s Head, 
519.793.3155 x 133, 
lionsheadbeachmotel.com
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Evergreen Resort
Cozy cottages, sitting room 
& 4-pc. bath
Natural sand beaches
All-inclusive 
Open May to mid October
Spring & Fall Specials

B - 139 Resort Rd (Red Bay)
South Bruce Peninsula, ON  N0H 2T0
519-534-1868
reservations@evergreenresortredbay.ca
evergreenresortredbay.ca
Interac, Visa, Mastercard accepted

Stone Edge Estate 
Bed & Breakfast, Georgetown Ontario

A touch of luxury on the Niagara Escarpment
Large bright rooms with ensuite bath, TV & bar fridge.

Indoor pool, jacuzzi, wifi, handicap friendly.

13951 Ninth Line 
Georgetown, ON

905 702 8418
www.StoneEdgeEstate.ca

Indulge Yourself
           In an overnight stay in the Creemore Caboose

Ensuite Washroom/Air Conditioned/Satellite TV with DVD
Hot tub for all guests with 100 mile view from our Gazebo

Open Soon...Our Train Station Waiting Room and Museum.

Ann and Dave Huskinson are pleased to be your hosts
www.creemorecaboose.ca   |   1-855-522-6673

      TerraCotta
The

Inn
Enjoy the Magic 
of the Country

175 King St. 
Terra Cotta    

905.873.2223    
1-800-520-0920

www.cotta.ca

Lion’s Head Inn Restaurant & Pub
English pub, outdoor, indoor patios, open year-round.
8 Helen St., Lion’s Head, 519.793.4601, lionsheadinn.ca

MARKDALE
The Market Shoppe
Eat in by the fireplace or take out! Homemade 
soups, fresh sandwiches, locally roasted organic 
fair trade coffee, in-house baking.
7 Toronto St. S., Markdale, 519.986.4144, 
themarketshoppe.com

MILTON
Milton Heights Campground
Seasonal camping for RVs & tenting, nestled 
along the Niagara Escarpment, conveniently 
located between Toronto & Niagara Falls.
8690 Tremaine Rd, Milton, 905.878.6781, 
miltonhgtscampgrd.com

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 
Great North American Grill at Hilton Garden Inn
Open daily for breakfast cooked to order, lunch & dinner.
500 York Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake, 905.984.4200, 
niagaraonthelake.hgi.com

Niagara-on-the-Lake Bed & Breakfast Association
More than 130 bed & breakfasts, inns & cottages 
with knowledgeable hosts.
1-866-855-0123, 905.468.0123, 
niagarabedandbreakfastalliance.com

Old Town Goodies
Fun take-out place or eat at tiny counter. Great 
paninis, cappuccino, ice cream, sweets & treats.
29 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-Lake, 289.868.9603

The Farmhouse Café at Caroline Cellars
Wine country lunches six days a week. Full list 
of Caroline Cellars wines. Walk-ins welcome. 

“A sophisticated twist on homey, feel-good food.”
1010 Line 2, Virgil, 905.468.8814, carolinecellars.com

RAVENNA
Ravenna Country Market
Busy lunch destination for gourmet entrees, soups, sandwiches 
made on site from fresh, local, homemade ingredients.
495972 Grey Rd. 2, Ravenna, 519.599.2796, 
ravennacountrymarket.ca

RED BAY
Evergreen Resort
Cottages on natural sand beach, heated pool, 
2 hot tubs, sauna, Lake Huron sunsets.
139 Resort Rd., South Bruce Peninsula, 519.534,1868, 
evergreenresortredbay.ca

SINGHAMPTON
Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant
Well-prepared comfort food, vegetables cooked 
until just tender; open 10 a.m. year-round, 
7 days a week. Popular for family gatherings.
Grey County Road 124, Singhampton, 705.445.1247, 
mylarandloretas.ca
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The McGibbon Hotel
 

Lunch Buffet Thurs. & Fri. 11:30am-2pm
Roast Beef, Salads, Desserts, Tea & Coffee

We also feature Pub Grub and 
the Best Wings in Town

Live Entertainment 
Fri. & Sat. 9:30pm-close

Private Catering Available

79 Main St. S., Georgetown
905 877 3388

Bringing the market indoors year round!

Premium Quality Meats,
Gluten Free Products,
Scratch Made Soups

and Meals

7 Toronto Street South
Celebrating local entrepreneurs and products at

Markdale, ON
519-986-4144

www.themarketshoppe.com

Eat in or 
Take out

A delicious, convenient place to stop
Just South of the QEW, on Victoria Avenue, Exit 57

Heart of Niagara, Fresh Local Produce
Bakery and Gluten Free, Deli, Cheese Market

Monthly Theme Dinners!

4600 Victoria Avenue 
Vineland, ON
289.567.0487

www.goculinary.ca

Located on the beautiful shore of  
Big Tub Harbour.  

Waterfront Dining and Accommodation.  
Canoe, kayak, and stand up paddle board 

rentals (ideal for viewing wrecks). 

 519-596-2219
www.bigtubresort.ca

Big Tub 
Harbour Resort

Circa
1879

LION’S HEAD INN
RESTAURANT & PUB

Outdoor Patios, British Pub, Licensed Dining
8 Helen St., Lion’s Head, 519-793-4601, lionsheadinn.ca

  

TWO SEASONS AVAILABLE SUMMER OR WINTER.  
LOCATED IN ESCARPMENT COUNTRY™ CLOSE TO MANY ATTRACTIONS.

Fully serviced sites with electric (up to 50 Amp),
water & sewer hookups, Free WiFi
8690 Tremaine Rd. Milton
1.800.308.9120  •  905.878.6781
www.miltonhgtscampgrd.com 

Milton
Heights

Campground

Eating & Staying 
Directory
TERRA COTTA
The Terra Cotta Inn

“One of the most beautiful dining locations in Ontario.” 
Riverside setting for weddings, fine dining, hearty pub 
fare. Four dining rooms, banquet hall, lower level pub & 
wine bar with fireplace, outdoor patio in warm seasons.
175 King St., Terra Cotta, 905.873.2223, 
1.800.520.0920, cotta.ca

TOBERMORY
Big Tub Harbour Resort
Waterfront resort close to plenty of Tobermory attractions. 
Family owned & operated. Bootlegger’s Cove Pub on site.
236 Big Tub Rd., Tobermory, 519.596.2219, bigtubresort.ca

Grandview Motel & Dining Room
Stunning views of Little Tub & Big Tub Harbours, 
Georgian Bay sunsets. Whitefish, seafood & much more.
11 Earl St., Tobermory, 519.596.2220, grandview-tobermory.com

Land’s End Park
Quiet family campground in 70 acres of natural forest. 
Large wooded sites for tents & RVs, private sand beach, 
natural scenic beauty.
59 Corey Cresc., Tobermory, 519.596.2523, landsendpark.com

Tobermory Princess Hotel
Open year-round, overlooking 
Little Tub Harbour & Georgian Bay.
34 Bay St. S., Tobermory, 
1.877.901.8282, 
tobermoryprincesshotel.com

VINELAND
Grand Oak Culinary Market
Eat in or takeout: gourmet meals, 
deli, bakery & more. Monthly 
theme dinners focus on a 
particular ingredient or idea.
4600 Victoria Ave., Vineland, 
289.567.0487, goculinary.ca

WIARTON
The Irish Cottage Kitchen 
and Alehouse
Guinness, potato leek soup, steak 
& more. Irish & East Coast music.
591 Berford St., Wiarton, 
519.534.5000

The Spirit Rock Outpost and Lodge
Base camp to adventures on the 
Bruce Peninsula. Several “stay 
and play” packages help you enjoy 
hiking, paddling or fishing. 
877 Berford St., Hwy 6, Wiarton, 
519.534.5168, thespiritrock.com
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View of Land Conservation n

Invest in Nature for 
Massive Returns Forever

By Bob Barnett

W
ho knew that 
nature brings 
$84 billion 
dollars a year to 

our economy here in southern 
Ontario? Ontario’s Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry 
has reported in Estimating 
EcoSystem Services in Southern 
Ontario that an acre of rural 
forest gives us back $1,798 
dollars a year. This includes 
$982 for biodiversity,  $402 for 
air quality including carbon 
sequestration, $208 for water 
cleaning, and $213 for tourism 
and recreation. It may seem a 
bit alien to think of biodiversity 
as having a value, but people 
will pay to protect rare species 
and for nature that provides 
new medicine and products 
that improve our lives.  Similar 
well-researched results have 
come from “Ontario’s Wealth” 
by Friends of the Greenbelt.

We should be paying 
rural landowners to leave 
nature alone. Every time we 
lose an acre of rural forest, 
we lose $1,798 dollars 
every year thereafter. Lost 
wetland costs us $6,142 a 
year. We’re losing 300 acres 
every day to development in 
southern Ontario. Most of that 
conversion to development 
is from farmland, while we 
increasingly import food 
from other countries, thus 
creating more carbon dioxide 
and exporting our jobs.

The Loss of the Commons
Most people think of nature 
as natural resources like 
trees, water, gravel and oil. 
Exploiting these resources 
makes some people money. 
How many of us own shares 
in oil and mining companies? 
An ounce of gold or a barrel 
of oil brings returns to the 

shareholder. But all of us pay 
the cost when we lose trees and 
wetlands to housing projects, 
roads and mines. This is the 
old tragedy of the commons. 
We all pay so that those who 
exploit the commons can add 
value to their own portfolios.

Nature doesn’t have a voice, 
unlike the sick who demand 
hospitals and the parents of 
our children who demand 
schools. Only 4.37 per cent of 
southern Ontario is protected 
as a park, conservation area or 
nature reserve. The worldwide 
average is more like 10 per 
cent. Governments around the 
world, including Canada and 
Ontario, have agreed it should 
be 17 per cent, concentrated in 
areas of high biodiversity. Yet 
pretty much the only group 
currently protecting nature 
is charitable land trusts. 

Ontario is a leader in land 
use regulation, hoping to direct 
development away from rural 
areas and into cities and towns. 
Regulation is still only a partial 
solution as governments 
change and development 
like the government’s GTA 
West Highway continues 
in regulated areas. Despite 
regulation slowly shifting 
development away from 
forests we’re still losing 300 
acres a day. Government must 
expand the tools to protect 
nature by re-introducing 
funding to acquire natural 
areas, reward landowners 
who protect their land from 
development and shield 
municipalities from property 
tax losses as land is protected.

One Solution
Escarpment Biosphere 
Conservancy (EBC) is offering 
investors the opportunity to 
add $30 of nature’s services to 
their returns for every dollar 
spent protecting nature. 

•	 EBC uses donated funds 
to accept donations 
of land (and pay for 
appraisals and legals). 

•	 This reduces the cost of 
acquiring land to only about 
five per cent of the land’s 
value or $100 per acre. 

•	 Such rural land protects 
$1,798 per acre in services: 
society gets $18 in services 
for every dollar spent. 

•	 After the income tax receipt 
for your donation to EBC, 
your community gets $30 
for every dollar out of 
your pocket: that’s a 3,000 
per cent annual return. 

•	 3,000 per cent returns far 
outweigh the six, 12 or 
20 per cent investors hope 
to gain in stocks or bonds. 
But the benefits come 

to the whole community, 
not the individual investor. 
Right now an investor gets 
a tax receipt worth about 
40 per cent of what they 
invest in nature. Maybe 
government’s best investment 
in our economy is through 
nature. Enhancing those tax 
benefits would encourage 

more altruistic investing. 
Would you rather have 

increased your investments by 
$30,000 at the end of the year 
or earn $29,000 plus $30,000 
of nature’s services? This 
could be $300 vs $290 earned 
and $300 worth of services.

Most charitable donations 
last a year or the life of a 
building or even the lifetime 
of the person who is cured 
or educated. Investments 
in nature generate massive 
returns for not just seven 
generations, but forever. Those 
returns are in the improved 
health and education we all 
get from visiting nature and 
the cleaner air and water we 
need to survive here on earth. 
Where else can you “invest” 
$1,000 and see $1,500,000 
as a return over 50 years?

If just a few investors 
allocated three per cent of their 
investment profits to nature 
we’d all be better off. NEV

Bob Barnett of Escarpment 
Biosphere Conservancy can be 
reached at 888.815.9575 or 
through www.escarpment.ca.

▲ For every one dollar spent protecting nature, we all get $30 
worth of nature’s services like clean water, air, biodiversity and 
recreational space. PHOTO BY BOB BARNETT
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n The Gift of Land

Pond, Swamp and Woodland
By Gloria Hildebrandt

I
’ve been given 14 acres 
of land near the Niagara 
Escarpment as part of my 
share of an inheritance 

from my father. He had 
discussed this with me, so 
it was no surprise, and I 
was — am — delighted to have 
the land. I’ve known it since 
I was eight years old, and, 
after moving to Toronto to 
go to university and work as 
a freelance writer, I moved 
back in 1992 to a house I 
had built on a corner of that 
land. So I’ve known this land 
well for most of my life, in all 
weather, through all seasons. 
I liked how my father kept it 
natural, but maintained trails 
and boardwalks to give access 
to all its parts and corners.

It’s a relatively small piece of 
land except that it is immensely 
varied, with different habitats 
and ecosystems within it. 
There are moss-covered areas 
of Escarpment limestone 
outcroppings. There’s a dense 
cedar forest on the edge of a 
swamp. There’s a spring-fed 
pond big enough to swim in 
and even paddle a canoe for 
a few strokes. A bench in my 
father’s memory now sits on 
the bank of the pond. There 
are seasonal streams that 
flow through the back of the 
property during spring run-off. 
There’s hardwood forest. There’s 
a hill with a view of the length 
of the property from the road 
almost to the back fenceline, 
where my mother used to enjoy 
sitting. Now there’s a bench 
there with her name on it. I’m 
thinking about getting a bench 
made with my name on it, so 
that I can enjoy it while alive.

Maintenance
Not a lot of land, but a varied 
property with a lot of areas to 
explore, observe and maintain.

Trails have to be maintained 
by tractor mower. Tree 

branches have to be clipped 
back. Bridges and boardwalk 
slats have to be kept safe. Dead 
trees have to be cleared out 
of the way of fences, paths, 
and kept from damaging 
other trees. Unwanted trees 
need to be cut down, and 
desirable trees need to have 
competing trees thinned out.

A lot of work, my father said.
I have a lot of help from 

my partner Mike. And for 
my last birthday, he gave me 
a battery-powered chainsaw, 
because I’m scared of regular 
chainsaws. They’re hard to start, 
need fussy oil measurements, 
and are heavy because you’re 
lifting the fuel when you use it. 
Phooey. But a battery-powered 
saw is manageable for the 
smaller trees and logs. I ask 
Mike to cut the really big wood 
with his regular chainsaw.

And for major jobs like 
cutting up & splitting trees 
for winter firewood, we host 
work parties. Or chainsaw 
and beer parties, as Mike 
likes to call them. We’re lucky 
to have some friends who 

enjoy a weekend afternoon 
outside, doing physical work 
and then retiring to the house 
for plenty of pizza or chili 
and snacks and beverages.

On weekends when I’m 
able to, I can spend whole 
days outside, clipping, 
pruning, clearing, stacking 
and creating more brush 
piles, until exhaustion 
forces a rest or aching 
muscles will do no more.

Walking the Paths
Mostly, I enjoy daily walks 

“around the back” as we call 
it, letting the dogs lead the 
way on the paths they know 
well, sniffing everywhere, 
sometimes racing off in 
pursuit of something unseen 
or rarely, seen or heard, 
as when a late-afternoon 
group of deer leap the fence, 
their hooves producing 
a harp-like twang that 
sounds along the top wire.

I like the benches for the 
different vantage points they 
provide. Unless the blackflies 
or mosquitoes are unbearable, 

or the rain is too heavy, I like 
to sit for a while and listen to 
the silence or the wind or the 
birdcalls. I think of my parents, 
and how they saw their land 
evolve from the heavily-grazed 
scrubland that the original 
owner, a farmer, found suitable 
only for beef cattle, to the 
dense groups of forest that 
covered it before their deaths.

And I wish I had learnt 
more from my father, who 
knew trees so well that he 
hosted tree identification 
walks — in winter, to show 
people how to distinguish 
bark and branches and bud 
nodes. He knew every tree on 
his property, while I struggle 
to remember which ones are 
black maple. I know the big 
old sugar maples, because 
they have sweet sapsicles in 
winter and drip sticky liquid 
on you in spring, but I wish 
I had learned more from my 
father when I had the chance.  

Gloria Hildebrandt is the co-
founder, co-publisher and editor 
of Niagara Escarpment Views.

▲ The pond as it was when my father was alive. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.
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✁

Help us improve Niagara Escarpment Views magazine!
To serve you better, we’d like to know a bit about you, our readers and viewers.

Fill in this survey and send it to us. You can:

Mail it to Niagara Escarpment Views, 50 Ann St., Georgetown ON, L7G 4S4

Or scan & email it to editor@NEViews.ca

Or complete it online at www.NEViews.ca.

As a thank you for completing this survey, include a name & Canada Post mailing address, and we will send 

you a free copy of the next issue. If you’re a subscriber, we will extend your subscription by a free issue!

ABOUT OUR READERS

1.  How many people usually read your copy of the magazine?_________________________________________________

2.  What is the sex and age of each regular reader?

Number of Male readers:_____________________________________________________________________________

Age Range (Mark all that apply)
q  0–17	 q  18–35	 q  36–50	 q  51–65	 q  Over 65

Number of Female readers:_ __________________________________________________________________________

Age Range (Mark all that apply)
q  0–17	 q  18–35	 q  36–50	 q  51–65	 q  Over 65

3.  Annual household income:
q  Up to $50,000		  q  $50,000–$100,000		 q  More than $100,000

4.  Your disposable income level:
q  High	 q  Medium	 q  Low

5.  Your primary residence:   q  Rent	 q  Own	 q  Own mortgage-free

6.  Your neighbourhood:	 q  Rural	 q  Urban	 q  Suburban

7.  Do you own a second home or cottage?	 q  Yes	 q  No 

8.  How many vehicles in your household?__________________________________________________________________

▶ continued on page 58
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Reader Survey (continued)

YOU AND THE MAGAZINE

  9.  How did you get your copy of the magazine?	

q  I subscribe	 q  I picked it up on my travels	 q  I got it from my favourite place

q  Someone recommended that I get it from a specific place 

More about how I got it:_____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  How much time do you spend on each issue?

q  I only glance at each issue 	 q  I enjoy reading parts of it	 q  I read it cover to cover

11.  How long do you keep each issue?

q  I dispose of it immediately  	 q  After reading, I pass on each issue to another household

q  I keep each issue for a few months   	 q  I keep each issue indefinitely

12.  What do you like about the magazine? _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  How should we improve the magazine? ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Comments:  _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Thanks for your help! For a free issue, please fill out with a Canadian address only. 
We respect your privacy; this information will not be shared.

Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Town:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Postal Code:_ ______________________________   Phone #:_____________________________________________________________

Email:_ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

q  I am already a subscriber

✁

	Please mail this or a copy to:	 Niagara Escarpment Views, 
		  50 Ann St., Georgetown ON, L7G 4S4

	 Or scan & email it to:	 editor@NEViews.ca

	 Or complete it online at:	 www.NEViews.ca.
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104 Main St. S. Rockwood
519.856.9561

HOURS: Tuesday to Friday 8AM – 6PM 
 Saturday 8AM – 5:30PM

Home of the Double High

◆ Landscape Design
◆ Decks, Patios & Driveways
◆ Small Woodlot Management
◆ Ponds, Waterfalls & Lighting

519-853-4994
greatlakeslandscape.net 

Farm Market
Open 7 days a week from mid June to end Oct.

Locally grown fresh fruits & vegetables
Pick-your-own strawberries & 
cherries available in season

5529 Greenlane Rd., Beamsville
905 563 4423 www.hildrethfarms.ca

Beanermunky Chocolates are hand cra�ed
onsite in the heart of historic downtown Dundas

50 King St. W., Dundas • 289.238.8509
www.beanermunky.com

OPENING SOON IN DOWNTOWN WATERDOWN
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Dr. Michael Beier and Team
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Dr. Michael Beier - Dentist

Bettina Hayes - Dental Hygienist
Elena Hibbs - Dental Assistant

Sherie Reaume – Administration
90 Guelph Street, Georgetown

905 877 5389 drmichaelbeier@cogeco.net

Your friendly neighbourhood pharmacy!

118 Mill Street, Unit 101
Georgetown

www.georgetownpharmacy.ca

905.877.8888

www.HaltonWelding.ca

905 877 1677 ■ 800 408 0087
Georgetown 

Halton Welding and Fabrication

Custom-Built Iron Gates,
Fence Railing, Gate Operators

LOVE LIVING IN HALTON HILLS

Charged up for your Real Estate needs

Mimi Keenan,
Sales Representative

direct: 416.938.5158
office: 905.877.8262
www.mimikeenan.ca

Meadowtowne Realty, Brokerage

I n d e p e n d e n t l y  O w n e d  a n d  O p e r a t e d

EDWARDS
ART STUDIOS
Original Artwork & Gifts

Harbour Front Gallery
Kagawong, Manitoulin Island

Paintings • Glasswork • Pottery • & More

Find us on Facebook!

705-282-1919
705-282-0360

Gallery:           
Home Studio:
www.edwardsartstudios.com
edwardsartstudios@gmail.com 

12 Armstrong Avenue | Georgetown Ontario
New location, more space & parking to better serve Halton Hills

wastewise@wastewise.ca

Halton Hills largest indoor garage sale

Store Hours 
Mon-Wed  9-5 
Thu 9-8
Fri and Sat 9-5

Phone 
905 873 8122 
e-waste 
recycling depot

www.wastewise.ca

Port Dover Harbour Museum
Open Every Day. Shipwrecks,

Fishing History, Rum Runners and More!

44 Harbour St. Port Dover
(519) 583-2660 • portdovermuseum.ca
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Kevin Flynn 
MPP, Oakville

905-827-5141 

Eleanor McMahon 
MPP, Burlington

905-639-7924

Our Community,  
Our Region, Our Home 
Our government is reviewing four provincial land 
use plans that work together to manage growth, 
protect the natural environment and support 
economic development in the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe. These plans include:

•  Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
• Niagara Escarpment Plan
• Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
• Greenbelt Plan

We want to hear your ideas on how to make these 
plans stronger and work better together.

For more information please call 1-800-665-1120 
or visit ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview.

Jewellery ·  Accessories ·  Clothing
Shabby Chic Furniture

198 Locke St. South, Hamilton, ON  289-396-2174

20% o� Gemstone of the Month

Hours: Wed.- Sat.10 am-5 pm, Sun.12 pm-4 pm

For more events, go to www.NEViews.ca.n coming events

JUNE 4-7
Orangeville Blues and Jazz Festival
Downtown  orangevillebluesandjazz.ca

JUNE 5 & 6
Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival
Parks Canada Visitor Centre, Tobermory 
orchidfest.ca

JUNE 6
Collingwood Garden Club at 
Collingwood Downtown Farmers Market
Pine St. parking lot  gardenontario.org/ 
site.php/collingwood  705.444.8204

JUNE 6
Niagara-on-the-Lake Shaw Garden Tour
10 Queen’s Parade  shawfest.com/gardentour  
1.800.511.7429

JUNE 6 & 7
Doors Open Owen Sound
20 sites  owensound.ca/live/doors-open-
owen-sound  519.371.0511

june 6 & 7
Re-enactment of the 
Battle of Stoney Creek    
Battlefield Park, 
Stoney Creek 
battlefieldhouse.ca 
905.662.8458

JUNE 13
Emerald Ash Borer Workshop
Lion’s Head Arena  greysauble.on.ca  
519.376.3076

JUNE 17
Giant’s Rib Escarpment Education Network 
Summer Solstice Celebration
Dundas Valley Golf and Country Club, Dundas  
giantsrib.ca

JUNE 18
Niagara Integrated Film Festival
Niagara Region  niagarafilmfest.com  
1.800.656.0713

JUNE 20
1st Co-Ed Adult Soccer Fundraiser
Trafalgar Rd. Sports Field, Georgetown  
chancetoplay.ca

JUNE 20
Fords in the Park 400/500 cars
Country Heritage Park, Milton
countryheritagepark.com 905.878.8151

TO JUNE 30
Haudenosaunee Clans… 
Extended Families of the Iroquois
Crawford Lake Conservation Area, Milton  
conservationhalton.ca  905.336.1158

JULY 1
Canada Day Celebrations, including:
125th Anniversary of the 
The Town of Gore Bay
15 Water St.  gorebay.ca  705.282.2420
Owen Sound
Kelso Beach Park  owensound.ca  
519.376.1440

JULY 17-19
All Colour Tractor Show
Country Heritage Park, Milton
countryheritagepark.com 905.878.8151

JULY 30–AUG. 9
Belfountain Music Festival
Melville White Church  647.706.0544  
BelfountainMusic.com

JULY 31
Emancipation Festival
Owen Sound  emancipation.ca  519.371.9833

AUG. 1 & 2
Collingwood Arts & Music Festival
The Station  bmfa.ca  705.445.3430

AUG. 2–4
Wikwemikong Annual Cultural Festival
Thunder Bird Park  wikwemikongheritage.org  
705.859.2385

AUG. 6–9
Manitoulin Country Fest
Little Current  manitoulincountryfest.com  
705.368.1419

AUG. 14–16
40th Cactus Festival
Downtown Dundas  dundascactusfest.ca

AUG. 15 & 16
Heavy Horse & Olde Tyme Fair Show
Country Heritage Park, Milton
countryheritagepark.com 905.878.8151

AUG. 22 & 23
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy’s 
Butterfly Festival
Bruce Peninsula National Park Visitor Centre, 
Tobermory  escarpment.ca  1.888.815.9068
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Mike Wallace
MP Burlington

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE

Telephone: 905-639-5757
mike.wallace.c1@parl.gc.ca

Suite 209 Burlington Mall (2nd Floor)

www.mikewallacemp.ca

Questions about
Federal issues?
Please contact
my office.  

Ancaster - Dundas - Flamborough - Westdale
#3-59 Kirby Ave., Greensville, ON L9H 6P3

DAVID SWEET, M.P.
905.627.9169 | davidsweet.ca �e Niagara Escarpment

Celebrating the beautiful views 
of the place we call home.

Dean Allison

1.877.563.7900 | www.deanallison.ca 

Member of Parliament for Niagara West-Glanbrook 

Contact Dean’s office for  
inquiries & assistance with: 

Federal Programs 
Legislation and Regulations 
Immigration and Citizenship 
Income Security Programs  
Canada Revenue Agency  

Veteran’s Affairs 
Commemorative Certificates  

Constituency Office 
4994 King Street 
Beamsville, ON 

L0R 1B0 

We asked our Niagara Escarpment-area MPPs this question: Because this is the year for the 

review of four provincial land use plans, particularly the Greenbelt Plan and the Niagara 

Escarpment Plan, how, if at all, would you like these plans changed?

As Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, the Premier has given me a 
mandate to lead the co-ordinated review 
of the Growth Plan and the Greenbelt 
Plans, and to partner with municipalities 
to grow the Greenbelt and ensure there 
is a clear, simple process in place to 
address requests for further expansion.
Each of the four land use plans serves 
an overlapping but unique purpose. 
Together, they provide an integrated 
regional framework. That framework 
encourages development of compact and 
vibrant urban and rural communities 
that make good use of our infrastructure 
and transit investments. The framework 
also protects agricultural lands, water, 
natural resources, the environment and 
natural features, such as the Niagara 
Escarpment and the Oak Ridges Moraine. 
Since the plans are closely related it makes 
sense to have a co-ordinated review that 
considers how they support one another.
We have heard that the plans are generally 
working well. It is critical to hear opinions 
on how to make the plans even stronger 
and work better together, and what 
people think is working well now. The 
co-ordinated review that is currently 
underway is to get public input on how to 
make a good system better. We are looking 
at targeted, possibly significant, changes.
During the review we will be exploring 
how the plans can better:

•	 Protect agricultural land, water 
and natural areas, including 
opportunities to grow the Greenbelt 

•	 Keep people and goods moving, and 
build cost-effective infrastructure 

•	 Foster healthy, livable and 
inclusive communities 

•	 Build communities that attract 
workers and create jobs 

•	 Address climate change and 
build resilient communities 

•	 Improve implementation and 
alignment between the plans

Hon. Ted McMeekin, MPP, Ontario Liberal Party

The NDP supports strong protections for 
the Niagara Escarpment and the Greenbelt. 
We were shocked last year when a PC 
MPP introduced a bill to completely repeal 
the Niagara Escarpment Planning and 
Development Act. It is hard to believe 
that something so obviously vital as the 
Niagara Escarpment still needs constant 
defence almost 40 years after that Act was 
first proclaimed. But as we saw with the 
Melancthon megaquarry, the Escarpment 
is still vulnerable. And even after hearing 
from citizens about how that megaquarry 
put farmland and the watershed at risk, the 
government has continued to approve giant 
aggregate quarries within the Escarpment. 
The province has also refused the NDP’s 
request that it conduct a provincial 
Environmental Assessment of the Line 9 

pipeline. Nor will it designate pipelines as a 
prescribed threat to drinking water under 
the Clean Water Act, or bind Enbridge 
to the pipeline provisions of the Credit 
Valley Toronto and Region Central Lake 
Ontario source protection plan (which the 
government has still not approved, almost 
three years after it was first submitted). 
We need to do better. We need stronger 
policies to protect prime farmland, drinking 
water and the natural environment of the 
Niagara Escarpment and the Greenbelt.
NDP response provided by Peter Tabuns, 

MPP Toronto-Danforth and the NDP critic for 

Energy, Environment and Climate Change

A review of the Greenbelt, Niagara 
Escarpment, the Oak Ridges Moraine and 
the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe has begun. The review is an 
opportunity for individuals to share their 
comments about the four plans in the 
hope the government will improve the 
four plans. I believe that any expansion of 
boundaries must allow land owners and 
municipalities to comment, and that those 
recommendations be reflected in the final 
results. There also needs to be coordination 
between the four land use plans to ensure 
rules are consistently applied. I encourage 
you to participate in the review at 
www.ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview. 
Sylvia Jones MPP, MPP Dufferin-Caledon, 

Ontario Progressive Conservative Party

views of politicians n

Political Representatives
Listed by riding
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SAVING BEES

The Government of Ontario plans 

to implement strategies to 

improve the health 
and number of bees 

and other pollinators. 

The first step is to reduce the number 

of acres treated with neonicotinoid 

insecticide by 80 per cent by 2017. 

If approved, new rules will apply 

on July 1, 2015.

HAMILTON’S ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS

The City of Hamilton is the first 

city in Ontario to recognize its 

citizens’ right to live in 
a healthy environment. 

A municipal declaration protects 

clean water, fresh air, safe food and 

decisions affecting health.

NEW BIRD SANCTUARY

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is leasing a 

16-hectare meadow 
near Vineland Swamp 
in Stoney Creek, for a 
new nature preserve. 

The land is next to a quarry and 

has been leased for 24 years from 

Waterford Sand and Gravel Ltd.

The seeds of our future are taking root right now, for better or worse. This page shares better, 

forward-thinking ideas and celebrates significant environmental achievements that can help us 

lead the way in creating the Niagara Escarpment as a healthy, sustainable example of a thriving 

World Biosphere Reserve. Send us your recommendations for good achievements!

FORESIGHT

North shore Manitoulin Island, Wikwemikong. 
PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.
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from Canada’s Paint Experts.
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Just one of many from our VINTAGE FINDS palette.

Discover  Retro-A-Go-Go
VF110-4

BEAUTI-ful colour collections

Available exclusively at Home Hardware and Building Centre locations. Actual paint colour may not be as shown.  beauti-tone.ca

• Embroidery
• Black and White Copy / Newspapers

• Logo for HH Trucks/ Vehicles

• Embroidery
• Magazine Ads
• Full colour newspaper

• HH Flyers
• BT Paint Labels

• Embroidery
• Magazine Ads
• Full colour newspaper

• HH Flyers
• BR Paint Labels

• Banner for shows at other location then store
• Flags

• Exterior Sign for HH Stores
• Door Decal

• Black or White Depending of Background

Acton Home Hardware
362 Queen St. E., Acton
519 853-1730 

Creemore 
Home Hardware 
153 Mill St., Creemore
705 466-6511

United Lumber Home  
Hardware Building Centre
333 Guelph St., Georgetown
905 873-8007

Westcliffe Home Hardware
Westcliffe Mall., 632 Mohawk Rd. W, 
Hamilton
905 388-6268

Milton Home Hardware
Building Centre 
385 Steeles Ave. E., Milton
905 878-9222
miltonhomehardware.ca

Stamford Home Hardware
3639 Portage Rd., Niagara Falls
905 356-2921

Rockwood Home Hardware 
273 Alma St., Rockwood
519 856-9551

St. Catharines Home Hardware
111 Hartzel Rd., St. Catharines
905 684-9438

Penner Building Centre
700 Penner St., Virgil
905 468-3242

Wiarton Home Hardware 
Building Centre
10189 Hwy 6, Wiarton
519 534-2232
wiartonhbc.com

retro_agogo.indd   1 2015-04-30   10:49 AM
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Where to Get Copies Along 
the Niagara Escarpment

Pick up a free copy of 
Niagara Escarpment Views 

at these select locations.

To list your business on the 
map, call us to advertise at

905.877.9665.

Kagawong
Edwards Art Studios 

Lion’s Head
Lion’s Head Beach Motel 

& Cottages 
Lion’s Head Inn 

M’Chigeeng
Neon Raven Art Gallery 

Markdale
Foodland 
The Market Shoppe 

Meaford
Grandma Lambe’s 

Milton
Country Heritage Park 
Crawford Lake Conservation Area 
Milton Heights Campground 
Milton Home Hardware 

Building Centre 

Mindemoya
Island Foodland 

Niagara Falls
Stamford Home Hardware 

Niagara-on-the-Lake (Virgil)
Penner Building Centre 

Oakville
Hon. Kevin Flynn, MPP 

Owen Sound
Foodland 
Grey Sauble Conservation 

Port Dover
Port Dover Museum 

Red Bay
Evergreen Resort 

Rockwood
Rockwood Home Hardware 
Saunders Bakery 

Shelburne
Foodland 

Singhampton
Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant 

Southampton
Foodland 

St. Catharines
St. Catharines Home Hardware 

Stayner
Foodland 

Stoney Creek
Allison Calder, Edward Jones 

Terra Cotta
Terra Cotta Inn 

Thornbury
Niagara Escarpment Commission 

Tobermory
Big Tub Harbour Resort 
Foodland 
Grandview Motel & Dining Room 
Land’s End Park 

Toronto
Escarpment Biosphere 

Conservancy 

Tottenham
South Simcoe Railway 

Vineland
Grand Oak Culinary Market 

Wainfleet
Ben Berg Farm & Industrial Equip. Ltd. 

Wasaga Beach
Foodland 

Waterdown
Paula Thompson, Edward Jones 

Wiarton
Foodland 
The Spirit Rock Outpost & Lodge 
Wiarton Home Hardware 

Building Centre 

Acton
Acton Home Hardware 
Archie Braga, Edward Jones 
McDonald’s 

Ballinafad
The Hub 

Beamsville
Dean Allison, MP 
Hildreth Farm Market 

Burlington
Conservation Halton  
Eleanor McMahon, MPP 
Todd Neff, Edward Jones 
Mike Wallace, MP 

Caledonia
Grand River Dinner Cruises 

Campbellville
Mountsberg Conservation Area 

Chatsworth
Grandma Lambe’s 

Collingwood
Pretty River Valley Country 

Inn (Nottawa) 
Scandinave Spa 
Scenic Caves Nature Adventures 

Creemore
Clearview Station Bed & Breakfast 
Creemore Home Hardware 
Foodland 

Dundas
Beanermunky Chocolate 
Dundas Valley Conservation 

Area’s Trail Centre 
David Sweet, MP 

Erin
George Paolucci, Edward Jones 

Ferndale (Lion’s Head)
Rent Cottage 

Georgetown
Adam’s Equipment 
Dr. Michael Beier Family & 

Cosmetic Dentistry 
Denise Dilbey (Royal LePage 

Meadowtowne Realty) 
Colin M. Brookes, Edward Jones 
Foodstuffs 
Georgetown Pharmacy 
Golden Fish & Chips
Lora Greene (State Farm) 
Mimi Keenan (Royal LePage 

Meadowtowne Realty) 
McDonald’s 
McGibbon Hotel
Niagara Escarpment Commission 
Stone Edge Estate 
United Lumber Home Hardware 

Building Centre 
Wastewise 

Gore Bay
Timberstone Shores 

Hamilton
Coalition on the Niagara 

Escarpment 
Franjipani 
Westcliffe Home Hardware 

Hillsburgh
Foodland 

Locations on map are approximate only. Map is not intended to be a driving road map.

J.M. Davis and Associates Limited, 
Environmental Engineering
www.jmdavis.ca
mike@jmdavis.ca

MAP SPONSORED BY:




